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Yigit Pura 


Watch Top Chef Just Desserts winner 
Yigit Pura on the Kitchen Stage as he 
shares his culinary secrets. Appearing 
Wednesday & Thursday. 


The Idea Home, Presented by Michael 
Lee, Inc. — Tour this unique home and 
find the most innovative ideas and 
products for your home! Designed with 
the empty nester in mind, but 
suitable for anyone. 
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Wednesday Feb. 29 Noon - 9pm 


get educated. get started. 


Explore the Glorious Movie-Themed 
Feature Gardens, Presented by: 

Star Tribune — Be fascinated by one 

of the nation's most renowned garden 
and landscaping exhibits created by top 
local landscapers and garden centers. 

Be sure to cast your vote for the People's 
Choice Award. 


Meet Chip Wade of HGTV's Curb 
Appeal: The Block — Chip will help 
attendees identify problems seen on his 
shows and offer solutions for their needs. 
Plus, learn how to replicate projects from 
his popular TV shows to help your home 
stand out in your neighborhood - 
Sponsored by 3M. 


MINNEAPOLIS CONVENTION CENTER 


Back by demand! The Chandelier 
Fashion Show — Attend this one-of-a-kind 
event only at the Home & Garden Show! 
See the latest designs in lighting 
presented іп a truly fun and unique way – 
complete with male models and hosted 
by Lisa Roberts of The Find! Thursday at 
7pm and Saturday at брт. 


Get in the Know on New Products! 
After an extensive search, Sasha Andreev 
of HGTV's Curb Appeal has gathered an 
elite selection of hot new products that 
will be featured on Innovation Avenue 

at the Show. 


For the complete stage schedule visit HomeandGardenShow.com 


Adult admissions only. Not valid with other offers. 


: Adults: $13 SATISFACTION 
Thursday Маг. 1 10am-9pm : Children ages 6-12 years: $4 GUARANTEED! 
Friday Mar.2 10am-10pm : Children 5 and under: FREE Visit the show website 
Saturday Маг. 3 9am - 9pm for more details. 
Sunday Mar. 4 9am - брт 


HomeandGardenShow.com 


Produced by 
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Bring out your inner 
workout warrior. 


Winter is no excuse to be frozen to your couch. 


The Joiners Fee in February is just $79. 


Unleash that healthy person who wants to be active. We know you have it in you. 


Offer good on new Adult, Family and Young Professional memberships. Some exceptions apply. Www.ywcampls.org 


м eliminating racism 
The Power to Soar | empowering women ywCa 
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Online Magazine Prizes 


Available on www.LavenderMagazine.com: Our Online Magazine, read it at your 
computer. Prizes, register to win. Exclusive content only online, not in print. 


ON THE COVER 

Ste (David Darrow's back) and Jamie (Steven Lee Johnson 
facing) grapple with young love in Beautiful Thing. Photo 
by George Byron Griffiths 
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Minnesota Premier Home Improve 

Additions e Kitchens e Bathrooms e Basement Finish 

Windows / Doors e Decks / Porches e Roofing • Siding 
Ice Dam Prevention & Removal 


5 
8 FREE ESTIMATES 
Minneapolis: 763-412-4290 St. Paul: 651-294-3620 


www.StioRoofing.com 


“We Roofed It AGAIN!” 


License 8626947 * Bonded * Insured 


ASSISISTING PEOPLE 
WITH DISABILITIES TO... 


Lead independent lives through 
Independent Living Skills classes, 
GLBT support groups, one on 
one training, and peer 
mentoring relationships. 


Contact us today to find out 
all we have to offer. 


Metropolitan Center for Independent Living 
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1600 University Ave Suite 16 
St. Paul, MN 55104 
651-646-8342 
www.mcil-mn.org 
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Done the way 
it should be. 


With quality workmanship since 1959 and 
a total commitment to EARN your trust. 


2520 Broadway Drive 
Lauderdale, MN 55113 


(651) 224-4717 
www.hamlineautobody.com 


ARRESTED? 
call JEFF DEAN 
Defense Attorney 


His winning record 
has made 
Jeff Dean a name 
you can trust. 


* Represented hundreds of people charged with DWI 


* Has won multiple criminal sexual conduct dismissals 


* Other Wins: Assault/Domestic Assault, 
Indecent Exposure, Drug Charges, Theft Charges, 
Internet Crimes 


* Successful Results in Probation Violation cases 


(612) 305-4360 
www.jeffdeanlaw.com 


If you need a Realtor call my twin brother Jon Dean: (612) 802-1053 
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from American Family. 


Managing Editor Andy Lien 612-436-4671 

Editor Emeritus Ethan Boatner 612-436-4670 
Editorial Associate George Holdgrafer 612-436-4672 
Editorial Associate Sede Vacante 612-436-4671 
Dawn Bartell Agency Copy Editor Bridget Rocheford-Kearney 


American Family Mutual Insurance Company and its Subsidiaries 4649 Bloomington Avenue Volunteer Kaitlyn E. Walsh 


American Standard Insurance Company of Wisconsin 
и Home Office- Madison, WI 53783 Minneapolis, MN Podmaster Bradley Traynor 612-436-4669 
e 


American Family Insurance Company Contributors Meryl Cohn, Scott Endres, Heidi Fellner, 


American Standard lı G f Ohi . А m i 
All your protection under one roof * ме оте Offce- Columbus, 0H 2240 й dba rtell@amfam com Ed Huyck, Justin Jones, Steve Lenius, Ellen Krug, Jennifer 


wwwamfam.com © 2008 612.333.5554 Parello, Edward Piechowski & Sean Ryan, Joy Summers, 
John Townsend, Carla Waldemar, Kaitlyn Walsh, Randy 
Stern, John Michael Lerma 


Exceptional Pet Healthcare Advertising 
Sales & Advertising Director Barry Leavitt 612-436-4690 
Senior Account Executive Suzanne Farrell 612-436-4699 


И Our P el 8 H ealth — Our Р, riority УСА CED АВ Account Executive Scott Belcher 612-436-4675 


А РЯ а Advertising Associate George Holdgrafer 612-436-4672 
п Wellness and early disease s Nutritional & prescription 3604 Cedar Avenue South a geneoa 


í F; Advertising Intern Logan Halla 612-436-4697 
(36th & Cedar Ave.) 
detection & prevention pet foods 612-360-2096 Sales & Advertising Traffic Coordinator 
m Extended evening and m Laser surgery (VCA Cedar) Li i Ae 
: www.veacedar.com inda Raines 612-436-4694 
weekend hours — m Pocket pets & exotics (VCACedar) MON-FRI: 8-6 | SAT: 8-1 Classifieds Suzanne Farrell 612-436-4699 
и State of the art medical, п Boarding Richfield National Sales Representative Rivendell Media 
dentistry and surgical m Grooming (VCA Animal Care Hospital) 19116 212-242-6863 
equipment = Acupuncture (VCA Cedar) VCA ANIMAL 
п Walk-ins welcome = Open Sundays CARE HOSPITAL Creative 
m Vaccinations (VCA Animal Care Hospital) 1208 E. 66th St. Creative Director Hubert Bonnet 612-436-4678 
\ (E. 66th St. & 12th Ave. S.) Creative Assi Mike Hnida 612-436-4679 
| 61 2-326-1 1 96 reative Assistant Mike Hnida -436- 
г ААНА Ei эре л VOA 7: Photographer Sophia Hantzes 
INNTA ACCREDITATION < www.vcaanimalcaremn.com : 
* For new clients only. Offer good only for <a waw Facebook comVCAAnimaltospitals ^ Animal Hospitals MON-THU: 7:30-7 | FRI: 1:30-6 Cartoonist Rodro 
НЫ Кыр Б 3 www twitter. com/veapethealth www.VCAhospitals.com SAT: 8:30-2:30 | SUN: 9:30-2 Lavender Studios Hubert Bonnet, Mike Hnida 
Administration 


Publisher Lavender Media, Inc. 


President & CEO Stephen Rocheford 612-436-4665 

Vice President & CC Pierre Tardif 612-436-4666 

Chief Financial Officer Carolyn Lima 612-436-4664 

m Г" "n "n 8 ^ 

Administrative Assistant Austin Lindstrom 612-436-4661 
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Results after 1 treatment! 612-436-4660 office 
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612-436-4698 advertising 


| BIG 
LAVENDER GAY 


MAGAZINE.COM 


AESTHETICMEDICAL CENTER LavenderMagazine.com BigGayNews.com WandaWisdom.com 


Audit Bureau Ar 8 Printer of Lavend 
® oFcreuations ААЛА eS and USA Today 
Member = (763) 31 577% 


Entire contents copyright 2012. All rights reserved. Publication of the name 
or photograph of any person, organization, or business in this magazine does 
not reflect upon one's sexual orientation whatsoever. Lavender" Magazine 
reserves the right to refuse any advertising. This issue of Lavender" Magazine 
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"My О eq Pain Free ° Non Invasive 2 Body Slimming 


ANew Aesthetic Medical Center • 120 South 6th Street, Suite 175 • Minneapolis, ММ 55402 
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Spring is upon us. aem "—Ó 


Get started now and enjoy $15* Every decision we make has financial ramifications. 
OFF on your first treatment. 


*Offer ends Feb.29th, mention When you need professional help, we understand. We talk with 
кепеге Оса the IRS so you don't have to. We have been preparing all types of | 
taxes current and back taxes for over 20 years. We also provide | 


Business Consulting and Certified Financial Planning with NO 
Product sales. 


KAREN R. PALM CPA 
612-379-1393 
www.palmkcpa.com 


STOP: BANKRUPTCY - Debt Relief 


Wage garnishment ул "EE ENS 7 » 
А Providing New Beginnings Since 1991 


Foreclosure Free Consultation with Experienced Attorney 


Repossession 
Creditor phone calls Call now: 651.645.1211 


Conveniently located on University Ave. 10 minutes to Downtown Mpls. or St. Paul 


BECKY A. MOSHIER 


ATOR EY AT LAW 


flat rate ipl hair removal 


Finally...Painfree, Permanent and Affordable 

Hair Removal! FLAT RATE of $49 per area/session. 
Come experience the world's latest technology and 
most used IPL Laser hair removal concept TODAY! 


SENS OU RE PNE TEE TODAY 2233 University Ave. W. Ste. 420 * St. Paul, MN 55114 


Visit us online at www.nomasvellousa.com 
Uptown Location. ALSO: WILLS, POWERS OF ATTORNEY, HEALTH CARE DIRECTIVES 
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We are a debt relief agency. We help people file for relief under the Bankruptcy Code. 


TO GET WELL. 


Ka) | MN 


For the health of all. 
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FROM THE EDITOR | andy Lien 


I ADMIT it. I've had some work done. A cognitive nip here, a 
mental tuck there. I feel good. Heck, I look good. Whether we're 
willing to admit it or not, all of us could probably benefit from having 
a professional get in our heads every once in a while. Look under the 
hood. Monitor the dipstick. It's maintenance. 

Maintenance usually involves an overhaul. An overhaul of my 
ideas and what I hold to be true. What I consider when I make deci- 
sions. What I cling to as validation for my choices. Ideas that may 
not actually be accurate. It is a very real and very common tenet of 
Cognitive-Behavioral Therapy that we humans believe distortions. 
We cling to versions of reality that can be found anywhere on the 
spectrum between truth and fallacy. 

Ijoke with my friends that we shouldn't let my copays go to waste 
whenever I share a kernel of knowledge from my work with psychol- 
ogy professionals. Many of the lessons are easily applicable across 
a broad base. The basis of Cognitive-Behavioral Therapy is that our 
emotions affect our thoughts which affect our behaviors. It's triangu- 
lar between the three. What we think changes how we feel and then 
how we act. Likewise, how we act changes how we think and feel. 
And, how we feel changes how we act and think. Stay with me. 

If I look in the mirror and think “I look fat" and feel shame and 
then I reach for a candy bar, I will probably feel sad because ГИ think 
“Tm a failure" because I just ate a candy bar and will still look fat. 

Not so unfamiliar a thought pattern, is it? Thinking, emotions, and 
behavior. Right there. But, it's not always as easy to see the triangle 
happening between the three—sometimes the thoughts are really in- 
grained and subliminal and the actions are veiled even to ourselves. 
It gets hairy. It's why the professionals get paid to do their jobs. 

I remember the day that my particular professional handed me а 
paper with the 15 Cognitive Distortions listed on it. Google it. You'll 
find them, too. They've been accepted and they're used widely in 
helping people to figure out how we might see things a little less 
accurately than they really are. I was pretty pissed that day. Being 
shown—not told—that something isn't how I thought it is tends to be 
a pill I don't swallow very happily. 

What? You mean that I shouldn't save my friend from herself? I should 
just let her throw her life away and go down the road to ruin because she's 
making a choice that I don't agree with? How could I live with myself for 
letting her do that? How could I stay friends with her after failing her so? 

You see, I was a caretaker, among other things. I knew what people 
should do, how they should do it, and when they should do it. I could 
give you ten reasons why it should be done and assure you that Andy 
knows best. But you know what? Andy didn't know best. Thatis simply 
untrue. It was a distortion. Consider the 15 Cognitive Distortions that 
I paraphrase from those presented by Aaron Beck and David Burns. 
With each, I'm including a small example from my distortion arsenal: 


1. Filtering: Taking the positive aspects out of a situation and focusing only 
on the negative. "That typo ruined the whole magazine." 

2. Polarized Thinking: Things are either/or—there's no gray, but just 
black or white. “Either I answer all the emails in my inbox immediately 
or I’m not doing my job right." 

3. Overgeneralization: If something happens once, we might think it'll al- 
ways happen that way. "I didn't get any feedback from that Facebook 
post, nobody cares. I'm going to stop posting." 

4. Jumping to Conclusions: Without having firsthand knowledge, we think we 
know what someone else will do or what they're thinking, particularly about 
us. “Oh, he's super busy and important. He doesn't want to talk to me." 


5. Catastrophizing: Using the “what if’ scenario to try to minimize ог maxi- 
mize a situation out of proportion. “What if I print that review and some- 
one doesn't like it and the world ends?" 

6. Personalization: This happens when we interpret unrelated events to be 
aboutus. "She just walked across the room when I got here—she hates 
me. She's probably talking about me right now to that person. Look. He 
scowled. He hates me, too." 

7. Control Fallacies: External control fallacies include those that are based 
upon things happening to us, “Му piece isn't that good because my in- 
ternet connection was bad and I couldn't research"; internal control fal- 
lacies are those that are based upon what we think we caused, “Why are 
you upset? Because of something I did?" 

8. Fallacy of Fairness: We think we know what is fair and we expect peo- 
ple to agree with us. “It was my turn to get the good assignment even 
though she knows more about the subject. I should've gotten to pick." 

9. Blaming: We either blame others for our feelings, “Не makes me feel 
worthless"; or blame ourselves too much, “I’m just being too sensitive 
again." 

10. Shoulds: We have ironclad rules about how people should behave. 
"She should have gotten me a card, I remembered her birthday and 
got her one." 

11. Emotional Reasoning: We believe that what we feel must be true, 
automatically. “I’m sad because you said that, therefore you must be 
wrong." 

12. Fallacy of Change: We expect people to change to our liking if we pres- 
sure or cajole them enough. “Не knows I hate it when he drinks too 
much, he'll stop doing it for me." 

13. Global Labeling: Taking one error and making it true for all situations. 
“She didn't tell me the truth. She is a liar.” Or, “She moved to another 
city. She always abandons her friends.” 

14. Being Right: We always have to be right no matter what the circum- 
stances are or how it makes another person feel. “Didn’t I tell you that 
was a mistake? Yeah. I was right.” 

15. Heaven’s Reward Fallacy: We expect our self-sacrifices to pay off, as 
if there’s a big scoreboard in the sky. “I just need to grin and bear it. 
Then, I'm sure ГЇЇ get the raise I deserve." 

Here's the deal. There might be some truths to these claims but 
there might not be. Where we get into trouble is when we base our 
thoughts, actions, and feelings on these ideas without pausing to re- 
flect. Depending on the typo, it could ruin a magazine. A person can 
be busy and not want to talk, but I won’t know until I ask...and sug- 
gest a different time to talk. Things beyond our control can impede 
our progress but we can also mitigate problems by way of what we 
can control. Nobody will change because you want them to. And 
yes, some victories are hard won, but we shouldn't have to suffer as 
a matter of course to get what we want in life. 

I know which distortions I tend to cling to—I come by some of 
them honestly as a Scandinavian Lutheran Martyr...and some of 
them I've developed on my own, lobbing shoulds and shouldn'ts 
around like grenades. 

It’s when I can look at that list and laugh that I know I'm on the 
right track. I can see them. I can laugh at them. And, I can try 
not to think them. That's when I can avoid the triangle of negative 
thoughts, feelings, and behaviors that might lead me to make un- 
healthy choices. If I see a situation for what it is and try to change 
it, I may not need to find a way to cope with it. I may just change my 
true reality to be better. 

At the end of the day, what I hope for all of us is that our realities 
can be truthful and, in them, we can find comfort. And, if we need 
to, get a little work done. Spread our copays around. Pay it forward. 

With thanks, 

Andy O 
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What's Your Plan? 


Roya Moltaji, CFP*, ChFC*, CASL™ 
Special Needs Financial Planner 

Financial Services Representative 

7900 International Drive, Suite 700 
Bloomington, MN 55425 
rmoltaji@metlife.com 


www.FinancialStrategies.Metlife.com 
Roya holds the Accredited Domestic Partnership Advisor? designation 


Call Roya today at 952-769-2126 


Metropolitan Life Insurance Company (МИС), New York, NY 10036. „ ® 
Securities products and investment advisory services offered by eC 
1 MetLife Securities, Inc. (MSI)(member FINRA/SIPC) a registered 
Let the World 5 investment advisor. МИС and MSI are MetLife companies. Special pb 
needs financial planning offered through MetLife's Center for 2 
В rie Special Needs Planning. L0811204775[exp1213][MN] @ 
аїпгоот "Tn = Н 
For the if in Ше.® MetLife 
Remodeler update 
your bathroom for 
ay [xi] cci mmm Г] рае] لڪ‎ 
No Money 
Down, 


FREE LEGAL 
CONSULTATION | 


No Payments, 1-800-Bathtub (1-800-228-4882) 
No Int t www.Minnesotarebath.com ! 
о interes *Not redeemable for cash, Coupon good for a complete 


| Re-Bath system only. Not valid with any other offers. Valid only 

for One Year at the time of first appointment, Exp. 04-30-12, Size restrictions 
may apply, See consultant for details, (800) 228-4882. 

ofr, 


Ч Domestic Partnerships О Wills and Powers of Attorney 


= Randall S. Johnson (651) 646-3755 | | 


Attorney at Law www.rsjlaw.com 


1-800-Bathtub (1-800-228-4882) 
www.Minnesotarebath.com 


Locally owned and operated! ¢ License #062249PM 


Providing affordable legal services to the GLBT community since 1992 
Offices conveniently located at Highway 94 and Snelling Avenue 
ЕЕ == === [zx] [i [| gum 


> О Family Law / Divorce О Criminal Defense 
О Child Support О Business & Civil Litigation 


CALL JOFFE FOR YOUR ASIK EVE [АМ AND FOR MORE DETAILS! 


SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY 


ELIMINATE THE 
HASSLE OF GLASSES 
AND CONTACTS NOW! 


SEE FOR YOURSELF WHY JOFFE IS THE SMART CHOICE FOR LASIK 


Life changing results Multiple custom ; Our financing plans 

{ : Personalized Н 
without spending your lasers to treat: Es and Best Price 

life savings. Save up Nearsightedness Mte et lap Guarantee make LASIK 

to 50% every day on Farsightedness i affordable to more people 


Custom Wavefront LASIK ASTIGMATISM becausejweicarei than ever before. 


Dr. John Foley 


Medical Director 


АСТ BY MAR 31° 
<, Save even more with your CALL 856-585-5994 
Vision Care or Flex Plan. OR VISIT WWW.IOFFE.COM 
ASK US HOW! 2311 Wayzata Boulevard South Minneapolis, MN 55405 OFFE 


MEDI*CENTER 


THOUSANDS OF PROCEDURES 
PERSONALLY PERFORMED 
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EJ A WORD IN EDGEWISE | Ев. Boatner 


Bats, Bees and Poisoned Gold 


AMIDST THE arguments for and denials of global warming and 
its dire consequences, humans will probably exit suddenly, still 
squabbling, bequeath Gaia's remains to the cockroaches. 

We might delay our demise by accepting the fact of the empiri- 
cally proven events, foregoing the squabbling long enough to tend to 
repairs-if we still have time. 

Take bats. An intractable white fungus is killing millions of them 
in the Northeast, and a recent Time Magazine article notes esti- 
mates of some 6 million deaths may be low. Why care if bats become 
extinct? For one reason, the little critters can eat up to their body 
weight in insects nightly. Ask: What costs to human health and crop 
destruction the existence of millions of pounds of uneaten insects? 

Honey bees, too, have been dying worldwide with speculations 
on the cause ranging from infestations of varroa mites to farm insec- 
ticide poisoning. Would climate changes affect the proliferation of 
mites? Certainly the insecticides are human borne. What happens 
when these busy pollinators can't perform their tasks? 

Down in Peru, notes the latest Smithsonian, chain saws decimate 


centuries-old rain forest trees to ravage the earth below for gold. In 
their wake only wasteland and rock piles remain. Local ecosystems 
are erased, mining contaminants pour into surrounding waters, 
workers die in cave-ins or are poisoned as they work mercury and 
mud with their bare feet to produce gold amalgam. Who can blame 
the workers who may make up to $600 a day instead of their average 
$30 a month? At the top of the food chain are the few who reap $1,700 
and ounce for the gold. 

These topics won't appear in the grand guignol of the presidential 
debates, but they are losses that are occurring, whether or not they 
are denied. 

Galileo Galilei may not actually have muttered before the Inquisi- 
tion, after recanting the earth's movement around the sun, “Е pur si 
muove" — “And yet it moves,” but he did state, “I do not feel obliged 
to believe that the same God who has endowed us with sense, rea- 
son, and intellect has intended us to forgo their use." Like a chemical 
reaction where one final, added drop turns a clear liquid pink, the on- 
going, worldwide events may also precipitate suddenly, into—what? 


| "m 


JERRY A. BURG 
ATTORNEY АТ. LAW. 


20 Years Experience i in: 


Family Law | Criminal Defense | аи Law 


RADIO K 


GOT KNOCKED UP 


We're happy to introduce 


100.7 FM 


Now covering all 
of TwinCitiesLand 24/7 


«7701002045 
ТАРО} 


REAL COLLEGE RADIO 
100.7 FM 


3009 Holmes Ave. S. • Minneapolis • (612) 822-0865 


www.jerryaburg.com 
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4 Stay on top of your savings 


with SAR, 


Savings Today ° 
| And Rewards Tomorrow" 
> 


ч 


S.T.A.R.T. is the automatic savings plan that lets you save at your own pace. 
Whether you want to go slow or fast, you decide how you want to save and how 
much. Reach $1,000 in savings and you'll earn a $50 U.S. Bank Rewards Visa® 
Card. Keep the savings balance for a year, and earn another $50. With online 


tools to track your progress, S.T.A.R.T. makes it easy for everyone to save. us ban k 


All of us serving you? 


fii branch Eusbank.com/START # } 800.720.2265 f] m.usbank.com 


Enrollment is required. A qualifying transfer from your Package Checking account to your Package Money Market Savings account must be scheduled and maintained. You must open and/or maintain an active U.S. Bank 
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COMMENTARY | 


Politics of Scandal 


Iwas born Catholic and hope to die Cath- 
olic. Despite its scandals, the church still 
speaks words of healing, hope and freedom 
to me. Right now, however, I feel scandalized 
by how the leadership of the Archdiocese 
of Saint Paul and Minneapolis, particularly 
Archbishop John C. Nienstedt, has repeat- 
edly chosen to treat the LGBT community in 
just the opposite way. 

While I disagree with church teaching on 
this matter on psychological and theological 
grounds, arguing is futile. I suspect LGBT 
issues are this generation's birth control. 
What follow is less an argument than a cry of 
grief for the lives and loves I see demeaned 
and deadened. 

Church teaching and the gospel are not 
identical, and all historically conditioned 
teaching must be judged against the de- 
mands of the gospel at a particular time and 
place—a gospel less about judgment than 
about love, compassion and inclusion. 

Declaring gay sexual orientation objective- 
ly disordered and then labeling sexual love 
and companionship to gay persons as sinful 
are teachings that demean the divine and hu- 
man spirit. These teachings, I am afraid, have 
less to do with divinely decreed teaching than 
with social control and institutionalized fear 
and homophobia. These are ethical issues I 
would like to see the church address. 

The church has a right to attempt to influ- 
ence public opinion. As a result, Catholics 
last year received DVDs urging them to de- 
fend marriage or risk social and moral chaos. 
As a follow up, the Minnesota Catholic Con- 
ference is now mounting a statewide initiative 
to drum up support for inserting the defini- 
tion of marriage as the union of one man and 
one woman into the state constitution. What 
Icannot support, however, is making support 
for the marriage amendment a litmus test for 
being faithfully Catholic. 

On a more personal level, certain of the 
archbishop's actions have been embarrass- 
ingly callous. He once refused communion 
to gay-identified college kids, and he is now 
asking Catholics to pray his recently written 
Marriage Prayer. His decision to include the 
*one man and one woman" language directly 
into the prayer strikes me as an exploitation 


of religious sentiment and practice in the 
service of political ideology. Mixing religion 
and politics is always dangerous, but dis- 
guising discrimination as virtue and prayer 
is particularly perilous. 

At the most personal level, I serve as a 
spiritual director for lots of Catholics and 
Catholic priests. In this role I see first hand 
the destructiveness that can come from 
automatically imposing abstract principles 
on real lives. Church teaching appears in- 
creasingly irrelevant to younger LGBT folks, 
but their parents are sternly warned today 
about the sinful consequences of expressing 
any acceptance of the gay identity of their 
children. Мапу priests—especiall gay 
priests—feel particularly compromised, and 
Italk with Catholic after Catholic looking for 
convincing reasons to stay in the church. 

Invoking their promise of obedience, 
the archbishop has instructed deacons and 
priests that they are not to disagree publicly 
with this stand. If it becomes an issue of 
conscience for any of them, the archbishop 
has asked them to contact him directly. At 
least one priest has nonetheless disagreed 
publicly with this initiative, and his has been 
advised that his priestly faculties could be 
in jeopardy. The archbishop's stand and 
instructions were strongly affirmed by the 
younger priests who are glad to see doctri- 
nal and moral orthodoxy finally being ad- 
dressed. In certain circles there is a move- 
ment to see the tactics of the archdiocese 
and the Minnesota Catholic Conference 
serve as a national model. 

Catholic Church teaching on LGBT is- 
sues will not change anytime soon. Given 
this reality, Archdiocesan leadership can, 
however, decide to act more compassionate- 
ly and less judgmentally. I would invite the 
archbishop just to listen to LGBT people talk 
about their lives, loves and faith. Just listen 
and at least temporarily hold the impulse to 
judge in check. 


Joe McHugh is a spiritual director and retreat leader 
based in the Twin Cities. He can be reached through 
www.joemchugh-associates.com. 


Against the Amendment 


December 3rd, 2011 my husband Dean 
and I celebrated our 6" wedding anniver- 


sary. Dean proposed to me on my 40" birth- 
day. After being together for five years, and 
opening the Wilde Roast Café together, we 
knew our love would last. 

I have to admit, I didn't see the point of a 
wedding because it wasn't legal, but I knew 
how important this wedding was to him. So 
we planned the day together. 

On December 3, 2005 we got married in 
a Lodge in Hayward, Wisconsin with eighty 
of our friends and family members present. 
The field stone fireplace was filling the log 
lodge with warmth while the snow was lightly 
falling outside. We had picked this location 
because of its meaning to us. We spent many 
long weekends at this lodge and we wanted to 
share it with our family and friends. 

I knew my family would be there, but 
we were worried about Dean’s conserva- 
tive farm family (we had not received any 
RSVP’s back from them). I knew it would 
be an emotional night when I saw his fam- 
ily arrive. When the Reverend Paul Tucker 
said, “Some people think what we are doing 
tonight is radical, but love is radical,” his 
family broke into tears. 

That is when I knew why Dean wanted to 
marry me. It was to know we had the sup- 
port of our families and friends. He wanted 
to show them how important I was to him. 
I now know why people get married. It is 
powerful to feel the love and support of your 
family. It is wonderful to know they will be 
there for you always. We felt the sacred; our 
God was present. 

I call Dean my husband because we are 
married. Our God and our family blessed 
our marriage. On our anniversary, as I think 
about the anti-gay marriage amendment, 
I wish the Minnesotans who want to deny 
marriage to couples like us find it in their 
hearts to get to know families like ours. 

I am married and my husband and I will 
be celebrating our wedding anniversary for 
years to come. 


Tom DeGree, Lake Elmo. Running for Minnesota State 
Representative in (currently) District 56A 


A Call to Action for Catholics 


In 2012, Minnesotans will vote on an 
amendment to the state constitution that 
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would officially define marriage аз an insti- 
tution between one man and one woman. 

Тре Catholic Church, a tax-exempt in- 
stitution, is getting heavily involved in the 
contentious and political debate over this 
constitutional change. 

The Church is throwing its weight behind 
the proposed amendment. The Archdiocese 
of Minneapolis/St. Paul, under the leader- 
ship of Archbishop Nienstedt, are planning 
to create committees in every Minnesota 
Catholic church in an effort to rally support 
for the anti-marriage amendment. 

Тре Catholic Church has a habit of plac- 
ing itself on the wrong side of issues that 
can be traced back for centuries. They are 
doing it once again in Minnesota. I question 
what, 20 years from now, people will be say- 
ing about this move the Catholic Church has 
made regarding gay rights? Will it be seen in 
the same light as those who rallied against 
the civil rights of African Americans in the 
1960's. Only time will tell. 


How can we look to the Catholic Church 
for moral guidance when it's own history 
is dark with sin? Which is more abhorrent 
in your mind: homosexuality or an interna- 
tional cover-up meant to hide the actions of 
pedophiles led by the Vatican? 

I ask all Catholics to conduct some se- 
rious introspection over this issue before 
participating on these committees. Make 
your voice known in your church and within 
your own diocese. Vote with your feet if your 
priest decides to conduct a sermon on the 
subject of the amendment or homosexuality. 
There is no greater teaching of Jesus than 
social justice. 

I was born and raised into a Catholic 
family. I was educated in a Catholic school. 
I understand the culture and politics of the 
Catholic community and I know from my 
Catholic education and upbringing that what 
the Archdiocese is doing is wrong. 

The Catholic Church is in the process 
of shooting themselves in the foot. The de- 


structive and divisive politics of Archbishop 
Nienstedt and every priest who follows his 
lead are to blame. It is up to the parishioners 
of church to stand up to Archbishop Nienst- 
edt and tell him what he is doing is wrong. 

2012 is going to be a contentious elec- 
tion year in the state of Minnesota with the 
Presidential election and the constitutional 
amendment. Millions of dollars will be flow- 
ing into the state for and against this amend- 
ment. We should be asking ourselves, ^What 
is the church doing to calm the fears and in- 
flammatory rhetoric? How are they creating 
unity amongst the citizens?" 

The Catholic Church must retain it's 
focus where it is needed, feeding the poor 
and sheltering the homeless, not turning it's 
back on it's own parishioners and fostering 
hatred. O 


Michael Pfarr, Minneapolis 


m. 
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HEALTH & WELLNESS | Heidi Fellner 


THIS WINTER has thus far been pleas- 
antly mild for Minnesota-mild enough that 
some people have kept the radio waves busy 
pondering global climate change. However, 
even a moderate season can give you a touch 
of the winter blues, or as they're often now 
known, Seasonal Affective Disorder (or it's 
amusing little acronym, SAD). It's estimat- 
ed that about 10-20% of the general popula- 
tion have at least a mild version of SAD, and 
somewhat predictably, it seems that the per- 


centage is higher as one goes north. 

There are many causes for SAD. As the days are shorter, 
we have less exposure to sunlight, and the sunlight that we do 
get isn't first thing in the morning. That lack can disrupt your 
normal sleep patterns, leading to fatigue. Thomas Wehr, a 
researcher at the National Institute of Mental Health, believes 
that melatonin could be another culprit. Extra melatonin can 
make you sleepy, and Wehr found that suffers of SAD had 
abnormally high levels of melatonin during the winter. 

Then there are the other contributing factors: many people 
engage in less physical activity in the winter, don't eat as health- 
ily as they do in the summer, and are less likely to venture out 
to socialize with family and friends. All those little changes can 
add up to a big problem; ultimately, SAD can cause anxiety, 
suicidal thoughts, depression, and poor concentration. SAD is 
bad enough in the general population, but it can have a larger 
impact on some members of the GLBT community who might 
not have the same family support system that the rest of the 
population enjoys. 

David Hancox, Executive Director with Metropolitan 
Centers for Independent Living (MCIL) explains, “Ш you're 
already feeling isolated, and you add the additional isolation 
that's brought on by the weather, I think that begins to com- 
pound the situation, and can result in some behaviors that are 
associated with Seasonal Affective Disorder ог depres- нэ 


RedOne 


VODKA 


presents 
О LAVENDER'S 


N7 FIRST <- 


) Thursdaus 


The Twin Cities GLBT Community Happy Hour 


WHEN: 
Thursday, March 1 


TIME: 
5:30 - 8:00 PM 


COST: 
FREE 


WHERE: 


HOME & 
GARDEN 
SHOW 


Minneapolis Convention Center, Minneapolis 


Stop by and meet Yigit Pura - San Francisco-based 
Executive Pastry Chef and winner of Bravo's 
Top Chef Just Desserts. 


Then, register to win the opportunity to be sous chef 
for Yigit’s cooking demonstration that evening 
and a $100 gift certificate to Wise Acre Eatery! 

(Must be present to win) 


HOST ORGANIZATIONS: 
HRC Twin Cities 
Project 515 
OutFront Minnesota 
North Country Bears 
All God's Children МСС 
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David Hancox, MCIL. Photo by Andy Lien 
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sion." 

Likewise, for those who have a disability or a mental health issue, winter can add 
an extra layer of stress. Debra Martin-Schloer, Clinical Director of Metro Counseling 
and Family Resources at Lutheran Social Service (LSS) states, ^SAD is quite common, 
and for some, the symptoms grow worse as the winter progresses. And if you are 
managing clinical depression, this can sometimes exacerbate the experience." 

If you know or suspect that you are affected by SAD, there are things you can 
do to mitigate its symptoms. Medications like Paxil and Prozac can help, as well 
as increasing your exposure to light. Treatment can also be as easy as adjusting 
your physical activity level and changing your diet. Kimberia Sherva, Co-facilitator 
with the National Alliance for Mental Illness (МАМІ), says, “It has been proven that 
when you exercise, it stimulates your seratonin. And that's the chemical that > 
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by Frederick Knott 
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Michael Booth e Terry Hempleman 
with Peter Moore e Gary Briggle 
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Dial M for Murder 
Feb 24 e 8:00 PM 
Reception: 6:45 PM 
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The Jungle Theater 
295] Lyndale Ave., Minneapolis 


www.jungletheater.com 


Theater Latte Da presents. 
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Beautiful Thing 
March б e 7230 FM 
Reception: 6:30 PM. 


The Lab Theater 
700 N. Ist St., Minneapolis 


WWW. atteda. Org 


Aging isn’t easy. 
Caregiving doesn’t need 
to be hard. 


If a loved one is getting older and needs care, 
Right at Home offers services for almost any 
situation. Our in-home care lets loved ones enjoy 
life in the comfort of a familiar environment. 
And it lets you concentrate on caring instead of 
caregiving. Give us a call and let us develop a 
Custom Care Plan for your loved one today. 


Right 
at 
I [Home 


In Home Care & Assistance 


(BUT WE'RE HERE JUST IN CASE 
YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO DOES). 


BUCHHOLZ & BURKE, PLLC 


John Buchholz & Allison Burke 


When the going gets tough, 
the tough find a really nice place to recharge. 


There's so much to do here, from hiking to biking to 
exploring the Indian Canyons and Joshua Tree National 
Park. Or spending the day doing absolutely nothing. 


Nothing, of course, except laying poolside in the golden 


sunshine or dining in an intimate courtyard restaurant. 
Not to mention our 25 gay and lesbian boutique resorts 
and inns. Whatever your choice, we've go plenty to do. 


Or not do. It's all up to you. 


Visitgaypalmsprings.com 


CALIFORNIA 


ok m pringe 


Like no place else." 


Direct flights from MSP. 
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Corbett Laubignat, MCIL. Photo by Andy Lien 
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some people have a lack of. ..and even a little exercise can boost that." She adds, 
"Try to eat healthy. Green leafy vegetables have certain vitamins in them that help 
your brain chemistry. And believe it or not, salmon has vitamin E; Vitamin E has 
been known to help as well." Sherva also recommends reaching out to your support 
system, and making time for activities you enjoy. 

NAMI, LSS and CIL all offer a wide range of services to keep our community 
healthy throughout the year. CIL (mcil-mn.org) helps individuals living with dis- 
abilities gain independent living skills, and offers personal attendant services. CIL 
also manages the Disability Linkage Line (1-866-333-2466)- a hotline that connects 
callers to a wealth of information and resources throughout the state. Additionally, 
CIL hosts a support group tailored specifically to those in the GLBT community who 
have disabilities. “The GLBT support group was originally started because individu- 


Re 


als with disabilities who were also GLBT 
were feeling like they were living with 
a bit of a double whammy, if you will,” 
Hancox states. “They were finding they 
were rejected by the GLBT community, 
and then rejected by the disability com- 
munity-they face alienation from both 
groups. The group gives individuals with 
that commonality an opportunity and a 
place to come together...to talk amongst 
themselves about the challenges, and 
maybe find some resolution or find > 


ə Eliminates ice dams and icicles! 
@ Never clean your gutters again! 
@ Keeps leaves, pine needles and sand out of your gutters! 


Gutterglove IceBreaker gutter protection system thermally radiates heat 8 p 
throughout itself and the gutter to melt icicles, ice dams and snow loads! A 


The Ultimate Gutter Protection System • www Gitterglovemidwestcom ° 651-222-8000 


Get tested. If you're positive, seek care. 


mA a Funded by Hennepin County and the Ryan White HIV/AIDS Treatment Act 
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Kimberia Sherva, МАМТ. Photo by Laurie Peterson Buck 


28 | LAVENDER | FEBRUARY 9-22, 2012 


some camaraderie. To sit down and have a conversation with somebody who really 
gets it and understands." Attending the support group is free; for more information, 
email the group's facilitator at corbettlQmcil-mn.org. 

In addition to offering education, support, and advocacy for persons with mental 
illness, this past October, NAMI Minnesota (namihelps.org) started a facilitated sup- 
port group specifically for gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgendered people and their 
allies who struggle with mental illness. Meeting once a week on Saturdays from 
1:00-2:30 at Living Table United Church of Christ (formerly Spirit of the Lakes), the 
group offers support, advice and encouragement, and every now and then a little 
tough love. Co-facilitator Sherva states, "You know how they say it takes a village to 
raise a child? It's kind of the same with mental illness, because honestly, the most 
successful people dealing with a mental illness are the people who have a strong 


Ж 


support network.” She adds, “When you 
do it the right way, the person feels sup- 
ported, feels acknowledged...and can fo- 
cus on recovery." 

If you need more individual care or 
are considering medication, LSS (www. 
Issmn.org) might be a good place to 
start. LSS offers counseling and psy- 
chiatric help as well as therapy groups 
that address management of anxiety and 
depression. To begin the intake pro- 
cess, call 612-879-5320. “We consider 
the intake process an opportunity to lis- 
ten and see if we can help," concludes 
Martin-Schloer. With sixteen mental 
health professionals at multiple locations 
throughout the metro area, LSS also can 
provide counseling services to individu- 
als in Alexandria, Brainerd, Fergus Falls, 
Mankato, Willmar, Detroit Lakes, and St. 
Cloud. 

Staring down the specter of February, 
it’s nice to know that there is a wealth 
of resources out there for anyone who 
needs a little help getting through an- 
other winter. АП things come to an end, 
and winter doesn’t last forever. But if you 
experience Seasonal Affective Disorder, 
there’s no reason you have to tough it out 
all on your own. П 


Brian Johnston, David Lozinski, 


Loan Officer Sr. Loan Officer 
NML#362936 NML#300103 
brian@femort.com F І RST EQU ITY david@femort.com 


959.697.3595 Office 
612,356.2005 Cell 


959.697.3595 Office 
612,868,6968 Cell 


MORTGAGE 


“Gay owned and operated” 
ey HUD, FHA, VA approved. 


Small company feel, 
Big company products. 
$1 Billion in loans originated. 


www.femort.com 


What does it mean to live with HIV? 
Explore with others in a non-judgmental, 
confidential support group. 

Topics: 

* Medical adherence and HIV care 

* Starting HIV treatment 

* Sexual health and dating 

* Disclosure, partners, family and friends 
* HIV and chemical health 

* Newly diagnosed support 

* HIV and Hepatitis C co-infection 


Positive Perspectives meets the second and 
fourth Tuesdays of every month. 
4:30 to 6:30 p.m. 


Call Stephanie or Adam at 612-348-3016 
for more information or to sign up. 


Free coffee or tea provided. 


Public Health Clinic ini —— 


Human Services and Public Health 
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HEALTH & WELLNESS | ТАМАВАН GEHLEN 


GLBT YOUTH AND 


SUBSTANCE ABUSE 


Seeking Intersection of Support 


ТНЕ TABOO regarding substance abuse and addiction are less- 
ening thanks to the media and shows like Addicted, Intervention, and 
even Dr. Drew's Celebrity Rehab; bringing the reality of this disease 
mainstream. This has been a conversation starter for people, and has 
opened society's eyes to the many faces of addiction. 

While many gains are being made in understanding the disease 
of Addiction, much still needs to be done to mainstream the under- 
standing of how substance abuse impacts various cultures in dif 
ferent ways. Through my work, I often hear stories of teens who 
are questioning their sexuality who, unable to reach out to GLBTQ 
adults or mentors, reach for substances instead as they are not sure 
how to navigate their first sexual encounters and are unsure of how 
the revealing their orientation will be received. Not only can sub- 
stances hinder these experiences, the heightened risk for physical 
and sexual abuse that accompanies chemical use cannot be ignored. 

A study by Dr. Michael P. Marshal of the University of Pittsburgh 
Medical Center revealed that GLBT teens are 190 percent more like- 
ly to use drugs and alcohol than are heterosexual teens, and that the 
usage rate is even higher among certain subgroups. For example, 
Marshal’s study, which was published in the April 2008 edition of the 
journal Addiction, documented that the prevalence of drug or alcohol 
use among bisexual youth is 340 percent greater than the rate among 
straight teens. Among lesbian youth, the number rises to 400 percent 
(McBride, 2011). 

While becoming more accepted in mainstream society, there is 
still a stigma attached to being chemically dependent. Being a mem- 
ber of the GLBT community, we are also aware of the attitudes that 
are bestowed upon us. There are a number of resources for those 
who are addicted, and there are a number of supports to the gay com- 
munity, but there are not enough resources to adequately meet the 
needs when these two issues are combined. 

In the community currently, there is a significant number of us 
who abuse substances or who are chemically addicted. Moreover, 
for both youth and adults who do not live in the Twin Cities, there is 
another hurdle to overcome, which is a furthered lack of resources. 
Regardless of location, it is vital that we are able to lean upon one 
another to get the support that we need. 

This is not just a call to support queer and questioning youth to 
help guide them in healthy ways, this is a call to put pride into our- 
selves and our community and to become healthier overall so that we 
might have a chance to demonstrate to those who are coming out and 
joining us-regardless of age-can be mentored and supported with- 
out resorting to the use of chemicals to navigate all of the important 
"firsts" that are part of our lives. 


RESOURCES FOR GLBT SUBSTANCE ABUSE: 
1)Element Mental Health Services: Element's chemical dependen- 
cy currently is running a GLBT-specific primary outpatient 
group and an outpatient group for the general public. Both 
groups currently have openings and are taking referrals 
and are Rule 31 licensed and a Minnesota provider. Ele- 
ment also takes most insurances and is able to work with 
the ones not currently contracted with to get funding. 
Element Mental Health Services - St. Cloud 
http://elementmentalhealth.vpweb.com/ 

(320) 257-6020 


2.) AA Intergroup — Minneapolis: Access to all Alcoholic 
Anonymous groups including GLBT specific groups. 
Alcoholics Anonymous Intergroup — Minneapolis 
http://www.aaminneapolis.org/ 
(952) 922-0880 


groups including GLBT specific groups. 
Alcoholics Anonymous Intergroup - St. Paul and 
Surrounding Suburbs 
http://www.aastpaul.org/ 
(651) 227-5502 


emergency shelter, short term 
homeless youth. Coordinates 


p | 


PRIDE Institute is committed to providing \ 


Vl 


| pr 
CCTP is e Program Director for WINGS 
treatment center esota, and specialiges in working with addicted teens 
and their families as W duals. She is the editor for the LGBT Therapist Group 
E Newsletter, and provides lectures and training throughout the state of Minnesota on 
various topics. Tamarah can be reached at gehlencolinseling(ayahoo.com or on the web 
at www.tamarahgehlen.com. à 


Tamarah L. Gehlen 
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Inspiring Hope. 


Changing Lives. 


Building 
Community. 


; “1 am committed to promoting financial wellness 
in our community. 


People of all incomes and situations trust LSS 
to help them break free of past debt and gain 
control of their finances - so they can have the 
future they want." 


Darryl Dahlheimer 
LSS Financial Counseling Service 
888-577-2227 


Adoption 

Caregiver Support 
Counseling 

Crisis Nurseries and Shelters 
Foster Care 

Debt Management 
Employment Services 
Financial Counseling 
Guardianship 

Homeless Youth Services 
Refugee Resettlement 
Services for People with Disabilities 
Services for Older Adults 
Senior Companions 

Senior Nutrition 

Support Groups 

Transitional Housing 
Veteran Services 


Lutheran Social Service 
27 of Minnesota 


for changing lives 


Lutheran Social Service of Minnesota is committed to the 
vision that all people have the opportunity to live and work in 
community with dignity, safety and hope. 
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Support Sites 


Are you looking for support? Do you know someone who could use some direction? Here is a list of GLBT Support Websites that covers 
not only the metropolitan area, but also the greater state of Minnesota. It's a small sample of what's available out there once you start looking. 
Of particular note are the college and university websites for GLBT resources-not only are they great for the students, but they are a wealth 
of information for members of the GLBT community in the area of the schools as well. Explore. Find each other. Support. 


OutFront Minnesota 


© 0 UT F R 0 N T LEADING MINNESOTA TOWARD LGBT EQUALITY Е 
[Homie] Donate] Programs [Take Action] Resources] га [Мата] 


About Us | Calendar | Contact Us | News 


TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 7 
7PM 


TAKE ACTION 


Leading Minnesota Toward LGBT Equality. Website is a wealth 
of support information for jobs, LGBT organizations, friendly 
places of worship, or help in coming out and covers resources 

across the entire state. Minneapolis, MN ® www.outfront.org 


Gay Lesbian Bisexual Transgender Services at the 
University of Minnesota Duluth 


Kh Urvznsrry or Mon 


Gay Lesbian Bisexual Transgender Services 


Mission Statement 


TA DULUTH 


The mission of the GLBT Services Office is to develop, coordinate, implement and eveulate programs 
and services that affirm GLBT people and their allies їп support of their academic success and social 
development, while encouraging an environment which promotes and appreciates multiculturalism. 
The GLBT Services staff work to improve the campus dimate by collaborating with collegiate units, 
local, state, and national organizations to address the harmful effects of discrimination based on sexual 
orientation and gender identity end gender expression, 

Concerns 

If you have а concern relating to sexual orientation and/or gender Identity/expression on campus, 
harassment, or suggestions, call the number listed above for assistance. Thank you for requesting 
assistance. 


Updated: January 2012 The Cruden-Riggs GLBTA Scholarship Application /. This will be 
updated soon. 


Alumni 
Alumni, stay in touch, please email us! = 


CONSORTIUM 


HIGHER EDUCATION 


Develops, coordinates, implements and evaulates programs and 
services that affirm GLBT people and their allies in support of 
their academic success and social development, while encourag- 
ing an environment which promotes and appreciates multicul- 
turalism. Duluth, MN ® www.d.umn.edu/mlrc/glbt 


Trans Youth Support Network 


trans youth support network 


[home | about | events & trainings | network members | resources | contact | staff & board | 


Resources 

* Reclaim! 
"Increasing access to mental health support for LGBT youth so they may reclaim thelr livas 
from the impact of oppression in all its forms." 

* The Minnesota Transgender Health Coalition 
“Committed to improving health care access and the quality of health care received by 
trans and gender nonconforming people through education, resources, але advocacy. 

* The Minnesota Transgender Health Coalition's Shot Clinic and Syringe Se Рае 
Exchange. EX. 
"A group of concerned trans folks helping out other trans folis with their hormone shots." Î fing us on Facebook 


Book List for Trans Teens 
"The tranz-brary geek recommends some books that trans youth may find interesting or Trans Youth 
comforting or affirming.” E Support Networ 


(түз) 
+ TransBucket 


The Trans Youth Support Network is a partnership of youth and 
community members working together to support trans youth 
in Minnesota. Minneapolis, MN 
www.transyouthsupportnetwork.org 
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Gay & Lesbian Youth Services 


say 4 lesbian youth services 
providing a safe space in SE Minnesota since 1172. 


home aboutus news + events resources contact donate E shere ж 


looking for 
something to do? 


want 
to help? 


Supporting the gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender and 
questioning youth of Southeastern Minnesota since 1992 in a 
confidential and nonjudgmental atmosphere that allows them to 
be themselves. Rochester, MN ® www.glysmn.org 


St. Cloud OUT 


шиша 
OUD O mai mating | Е Facebook 


Links 
J Click here to send a request to Ink to your sitet 


LOCAL AREA LINKS 


Jl City of St. Cloud Human Rights Office. 
M Central Minnesota PFlag | Facebook page 

а KinPride 

| Lutherans Concerned - St. Cloud 

| PowerPages Minnesota's GLBT Directory (St. Cloud tings) 

‘St Cloud Pride 

| St. Cloud State University GLBT Services 

| Saint Benedict / Saint John's GLBT Resources 

18 Saint Bonedict / Saint John's PRISM (People Raorosonting the Sexual Minority) 
а Winning Marriage Equality 

$ Wright County Area GLBT (Yahoo! Group) 


Business Links: 


W Blooming Creations Floral & Gift 


Provides solidarity and support to area GLBTA organizations, 
foster communication among the various groups, support initia- 
tives undertaken by members of the GLBTA community. 

St. Cloud, MN * www.stcloudout.org 


Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender Center at 
Mankato State University 


Е Е Student Life 


Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender Center 


FEEL SAFE. BE PROUD. FIND (OMMUNITY. BECOME A LEADER. 


A place to feel at home in. 
Me LGBT Genter begen ss s smali haven tor gay. leen, iesu ага Calendar of 
transgender stunen a ем decades до тосву we're в value resouroe on on Events Safe Zone 
1петватду overse campus. 


Feel Safe. Be Proud. Find Community. Become a Leader. Pro- 
vides support, advocacy, referral, and sense of community to 
LGBTQQA students. Mankato, MN * www.mnsu.edu/lgbtc 


The LGBT Resource Center for the 
Seven Rivers Region 


LGBT Resource 
Center. , 


SEVEN RIVERS REGION 


| поме FROM THE DIRECTOR | GROUPS | LINKS | ABOUT US | PRIDE | SUPPORT US | 


Resources 


т Volonteer. 


M Wishlist Local and Regional Resources 


* Pride Center at UW-La Crosse 


ier * Мишени Advocates 
E Events Calendar * Women's, Gender, and Sexuality Studies Department at the University of Wisconsin- 
E Blogs La Crosse provides educational opportunities throughout the area. 


a Cones Pegres 
+ Gav estian Community Services of Southeast Minnesota 
EVENTS: > Оа Riven 211 provides a wealth reaoumes for thous looking for aea ghé. 
и ` Agencies nd cots The svc тау Pe score on ine oy pons 

Come see un м УЮ Pearl Бие Cesta Meal Ly a pros nn acces eni on 
Stop in and pay your 2012 Seni 

Membership jou cant make | o, 

in, click here for the form. Activist Sites 


Fosters understanding and builds connections on issues related 
to sexual orientation and gender identity to the 7 Rivers Re- 
gion through education, events, and programming. 
LaCrosse, WI ® www. 7riverslgbt.org 


GLBT in Recovery 


GLBT in Recovery 
um. = 


Meetings Today's Meetings 
MinneSober 

Motivation Sunday | Monday | Tuesday | Wednesday | Thursday | Friday | Saturday | All 
Recovery Web Sites 

Recovery Phone List Alcoholics Anonymous 

Events 

Contact 12:00 PM 1:00 Ри 

Our Mission 

GLBT in AA History Beyond Jitters 

Newsletters. Wesley Methodist таб 


101 Е. Grant 
Minneapolis 

MN 

55403 

Basement (buzzer). Attain parking pass inside meeting. 
о, MX; (GLBT Friendly); 

rita change 


Beyond Jitters Rainbow Recovery 
Wesley Methodist mos 

101 Е. Grant 

Minneapolis 

MN 

55403 

Enter at the back door and go downstairs 


, MX; 


Created to aid the recovery community in staying clean and 
sober. Coordinates awareness and education about recovery in 


the GLBT community and provide clean and sober social events. 


Minneapolis, MN (and other locations) 
www.glbtinrecovery.com 


The Family Partnership 


ete 
| The Family Partnership Helping Families for Over 130 Years 
Counseling Education Advocacy 


Services 


Your donation will 
help our community's 
most vulnerable 
children and 

families. 


Through counseling, education programs and advocacy, they 
support families in need and empower them to solve prob- 
lems. Extensive listing of GLBT family support organizations 
and resources. Minneapolis, MN 
www.thefamilypartnership.org (GLBT Links) 


Gay Lesbian Community Services of 
Southeast Minnesota 


Gay Lesbian Community Services 
of Southeast Minnesota 


What's happening in Rochester? Click Here! 


Events at a Glance 
(see our Events page for additional details) 


Provides educational, informational, and social resources to 
the gay, lesbian, bi-sexual, and transgender communities, their 
families, friends, and any interested persons. 
Rochester, MN ® www.glcsmn.org 


Pride Collective & Community Center 


mun 

ке o 
PRESTAN oey то bvar wrat 

E Hechos rr Tli 
реа Enc d 


Меге and when hey need tt, recucng | 
bares related ю trances, Ш 


Privata Donatonsare  wansportation, senoduling, as wal! as 
отеу асаа То culüralpreferances ot reising. 
meke a contitulor by 


опакова This work is supponed by inedible 
contributions from the community. Each 


ao | SESSE сс К 


who you do по know and may never meet have given generously of 


"hemselves to make this support розе. They want you to know hat 
DONAT you are beau! jusi ав you are So И you are ever feeling alone cr 
LIE unloved, please remember his" 


Creates a sense of community and promotes education and social 
activities aimed at furthering the social, emotional, and physical 
well-being and development of the GLBT community in the Red 

River Valley. Moorhead, ММ ® www.pridecollective.com 


RECLAIM 


PRIDE Working to support the gay, lesbian, bisexual 
Se and transgender (GLBT) community of 


CENTER Fargo-Moorhead and the Red River Valley 


Calendar Ноте Resources AboutUs ContactUs  FMPride FM Community Assessment 


to benefit We Are 
for LGBTQ youth, adults and their families 


Join us for a night of sparkle and entertainment as we raise 
money for acceptance, inclusion, respect and life. 


Friday, November 4th 


RECLAIM aims to increase access to mental health support so 
LGBT youth may reclaim their lives from oppression in all its 
forms. Minneapolis, MN * www.reclaim-lgbtyouth.org 
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BEAUTIFUL 


THING & 


TO AN American ear, Thamesmead 
may sound like some hoity toity affair 
for posh Londoners. But in Jonathan 
Harvey’s play Beautiful Thing it’s a depressed 
housing project where two teenaged boys 
struggle with sexual identity and tune into the 
music of American Mama Cass to get them 
through the angst. Jonathan Harvey’s gritty 
1993 gem has drawn comparisons to the late 
Sheilagh Delaney’s groundbreaking A Taste 
of Honey, which over three decades earlier 
dealt with youthful anguish and gay themes 
among Britain’s poor working class. In 
1996 Beautiful Thing was turned into an 
acclaimed indie film and in 2006 was revived 
in London to great reviews once again. 

In Minneapolis, Theatre Latte Da presents 
its first local staging of Harvey’s play at the 
Lab. It will include live vocals of Mama Cass 
songs sung by the beloved Erin Schwab. 
Peter Rothstein, Latte Da’s Artistic Director, 
has been advising regarding the 
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Ы = pere s 
Ste (David Darrow) and Jamie (Steven Lee Johnson). Photo by George Byron Griffiths 


Earrings by 
Vicente Agor 
oxidized silver, 
18k gold, orange 


chocolate / | | | sapphire 


Shops at 
Excelsior & Grand 
3826 Grand Way 
St. Louis Park 
952.922.8364 


www.StyleByMax.com 


Join us for Lavender Night at the Jungle 
Friday, Feb 24 Reception 6:45pm, Curtain 8pm 


Ask for Lavender Night Discount 


\ 


MÜRDER 


by Frederick Knott 


starring Cheryl Willis 
Michael Booth e Terry Hempleman 
with Peter Moore e Gary Briggle 
у 


Sponsored by 
FEB j - MAR 18 Merrill Lynch 


BOX OFFICE: 612-822-7063 


JUNGLE THEATER... 
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Ste (David Darrow) embraced by Jamie (Steven Lee Johnson). Photo by George Byron Griffiths 


production's conceptualization but the actual 
director is Jeremy Cohen, the Producing 
Artistic Director for the Playwrights' Center. 
Cohen asked “what would happen if music 
were intentional and performed live, not 
necessarily by an actor playing Mama Cass, 
but that there was another energy, another 
voice, a storyteller of sorts that kind've 


moved us from one place to the next? What 
would happen if we created scenically this 
world where she is between the scenes, sort 
of not seen by the characters, but wanders 
around in the midst of them - bringing the 
audience from one emotional or funny 
moment to another?" 

Rothstein is struck by what he calls “the 


juxtaposition of this realistic, urban drama 
and this iconic music. We (at Latte Da) are 
constantly searching for new and provocative 
ways for story and music to intersect." 

Schwab has loved her research, since 
that has required lots of listening to Cass 
Elliot: “Lucky me. I have loved her spirit and 
her voice ever since I heard Dream a 
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Theater Latté Da presents 


Beautitul 


by JONATHAN HARVEY 
a play with music of the MAMAS anp PAPAS 
directed by JEREMY B. COHEN 


featuring ERIN SCHWAB and DENNIS CURLEY 


FEBRUARY 24- MARCH 18 


THE LAB THEATER 
700 № 1st St, Minneapolis 
612.333.7977 
www.LatteDa.org 


LAVENDER's 


iehts 
кын er 


Thursday, March 8 
Reception 6:30 pm, Curtain 7:30 pm 
Enjoy 10% off! 

Use discount code: BTLAV10 


PLAYING А YOUTH WHO HAS HAD SUCH DIFFICULTIES 
HAS HEIGHTENED JOHNSON'S AWARENESS. HE NOTES THAT 
“BULLYING AND VIOLENCE TOWARD GAY YOUTH ISA 
MAJOR THEME IN THE PLAY. MINNESOTA HAS SOME OF 
ТНЕ WORST ANTI-BULLYING LEGISLATION IN THE COUNTRY 
AND AMAJOR GROUP OF PEOPLE THAT SUFFER FROM 
THESE POORLY DEFINED LAWS ARE GLBT TEENS." 


Little Dream of Me in high school. I think 
she has such an amazing ability to tell a 
story so honestly. You start to feel like she 
is speaking your thoughts and knows your 
feelings. I have always been amazed by the 
way music can speak for us when the words 
are difficult to say for ourselves." 

Music Director Denise Prosek says 
that "Mama Cass's music both as a solo artist 
and as a part of the Mamas and the Papas, 
reflects an era of storytelling and invokes 
the power of an individual to instigate 
change. That is the message of Beautiful 
Thing. As a part of society, Ste and Jamie are 
immersed in discovering who they are, and 
how do they love each other as gay men? 
And how do their friends, neighbors, and 
parents accept their choices? By immersing 
themselves in Mama Cass and her messages 
of love and truth, the characters transform 
into their true selves as part of the world." 

Indeed the Mamas and the Papas signify 
the essence of social change in a world 
stuck in negativity. In Beautiful Thing that 
negativity springs largely from the poverty 
and its subsequent ignorance and lack of 
opportunities. Cohen observes the “gritty 
sense of British naturalism. Jonathan 
Harvey wrote it as a sort of in your face work 
from the British theater movement that was 
happening at the time. The play, unlike the 
film, takes place primarily in a very public 
space and that's a real class thing. It's not 
like they're all in there drinking red wine 
and talking what if my kid was gay?" 

Cohen also stresses how class 
differences stringently affect the very 
feasibility of coming out. Its one thing 
to live in a sophisticated urban area that 
reflects affluence and progressive attitudes. 
But, what if, he muses "you live in Mora, 
Minnesota or north Minneapolis or Harlem? 
Class fits into how people come out. Issues 
of masculinity really come through because 


it's not just these kids and their families. It's 
also watching them in relationship with one 
another. It’s why we're routing for them to 
fall in love and get together. Ste starts in 
Act One saying ‘look Jamie, if you only sort 
of butched up a bit nobody would pick on 
you.’ There’s very little for Jamie (Steven 
Johnson) and Ste (David Darrow) to grab 
onto, so they turn to each other.” 

Johnson sees Beautiful Thing as being 
“about first love for the boy next door and 
his schoolmate, Ste. Sort of a modern day 
Romeo and Juliet. Also, Jamie’s relationship 
with his mother, Sandra (Jennifer Blagen) is 
loving but strained. She has to work all night 
at the pub to make ends meet and whenever 
she brings a new man into her life, it usually 
ends up being a pretty big disappointment 
for Jamie. He is starting to get to know 
Sandra’s new flame, Tony (Dan Hopman) 
and his Mama Cass-loving neighbor and 
friend, Leah (Anna Sundberg). They watch 
rainbows while he’s dodging gym class.” 

As for Ste, Darrow says “his struggle 
lies in getting through each day. He has 
an abusive family and is often beaten. The 
difficult home life makes him ambitious 
about one day having a job and moving 
away. But it also causes a lot of fear when 
he realizes he has feelings for another boy. 
In the second act, he says he is sure that his 
father would kill him if he ever found out 
about the relationship. He has to constantly 
struggle to find safety and understanding in 
unforgiving living conditions.” 

However, Jamie’s living conditions 
present another sort of problem. Blagen 
shares “For Sandra, the core issue is not 
so much that her son is gay, but that she 
is losing her son Jamie, her best friend, 
to someone else. I think the relationship 
between Sandra and her son is especially 
close, and her concern for him before he 
comes out to her is that he’s not fitting in, 


that he might not be able to cope in the 
world. The world they live in is very tough 
and the system is not tilted in their favor, but 
Sandra has a fierce ambition and the ability 
to transcend her beginnings. She wants the 
same for her son.” 

Moreover, in Sandra’s case, homophobia 
is actually not the issue: Blagen feels “when 
Jamie reveals his sexual leanings to her, she 
feels most betrayed that he has felt unable 
to share this with her, that she wasn’t a 
sounding board. She is also hurt that he 
prefers the company of 16 year old Ste to her, 
even though she actually thinks highly of Ste 
because he is a thriver. I think ultimately she 
is even a bit relieved to learn that Jamie is 
gay because it means that his difficulties 
at school have a tangible cause, and do not 
arise from being broken in some way.” 

Playing a youth who has Һай 
such difficulties has heightened Johnson’s 
awareness. He notes that “bullying and 
violence toward gay youth is a major theme 
in the play. Minnesota has some of the worst 
anti-bullying legislation in the country and a 
major group of people that suffer from these 
poorly defined laws are GLBT teens.” 

Johnson adds “falling in love is 
an awkward and sexy and scary and 
confusing and exciting and I think Beautiful 
Thing captures all of those elements and 
not just the romantic cliche ones. I love that 
even though the play is set in 90s London, 
there is just something so universal about 
falling in love for the first time, that I think 
anyone -regardless of sexual identity- will be 
able to see themselves in the characters.” 0 


Beautiful Thing 

Feb. 24 - Маг. 18 

Lab Theater, 700 N. 1st St., Mpls. 
(612) 333-7977 
www.TheLabTheater.org 
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Dave's 


& Air Conditioning 


services\you' need: 


Serving the Twin Cities Metro Area 


(763) 781-6901 


Reliable - Friendly 
Professional 7 


Dave Lennox 
1 DEALER- 


VENNUXPY А 


Find us on 
Facebook 


10 


CATERING & EVENTS 


Award-winning catering, event planning 
and memorable spaces for every occasion! 


Nicollet Island Pavilion . Van Dusen Mansion & Events Center 
Minneapolis Central Library . Château at Medicine Lake 
Minnesota Boat Club . Saint Croix National Golf & Event Center 
Apples Catering . Perfect Host Catering . Mintáhoe Beverage Services 
Picnics Plus! . Professional Foodservice . Twin City Casinos & Entertainment 


www.mintahoe.com . 612.253.0255 


2011 Winner, ‘Best Catered Event’ 
International Special Events Society - MN Star Awards 


3-6pm and 9pm-1am 

$1 Off АП Bottled Beer & Cocktails 

$5 Off АП Buckets О’ Beer 3 
$2 Off All Burgers After 9pm 
Enjoy $3 Martinis During Happy Hour ; 
on Monday & Tuesdays! 3 


**Not applicable during Excel Energy Center events 


Gusa w he Xel nera Genter & Tho Oey ] ww Durgermocs:corm 
А2 тети ить ее Батая ИИ s1027] 651.2228100, 


ААА 


-WOODFIRE GRILL- 


>» Y A 
— D 


J 3 


H H TM 
simpLy Beyond the ordinary. 

“AXAN” 

Kathy Jenkins - Saint Paul Pioneer Press 

PRIVATE DINING ROOM IS AVAILABLE FOR YOUR SPECIAL EVENTS 
AND CORPORATE MEETINGS 
253 WEST SEVENTH STREET, ST. PAUL 
For Reservations call 651-228-9500 
or visit www.opentable.com 
www.downtownerwoodfire.com 
Frec parking. 
Close to the Xcel Energy Center & the Ordway. 
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FOOD & DINING 


SLICE | Joy Summers 


Executive Chef Robert Wohlfeil (left); King Crab Legs served at the raw bar (right); Mahi Mahi (opposite). Photos by Hubert Bonnet 


: The bar inside the 

new incarnation 

О C e an alre of The Oceanaire 
Seafood Room is 

packed. The room swirls with neon blue reflecting off 
mirrored chandeliers. The room as described by the 
General Manager, Jake Uttich is going for a “1940’s 
meets 1970’s meets the future” style. He’s not wrong; 
a Sharkskin suit wouldn’t look the least bit out place in 


this room. My table-mate Jason Matheson (co-host of 
Fox 9’s Morning Buzz and half of the Jason & Alexis 


show on My Talk 107.1) quips, “It looks like every 
episode of the Love Boat that featured Charo.” While 
the hostess might bear a passing resemblance to cruise 
director, Julie, we are most definitely ensconced in the 
heart of downtown Minneapolis. 

The exodus of elegance from the old Hyatt is 
complete, as Oceanaire has moved on to these shinier 
new digs. The room is completely different; bright, wide 
open, and right next to the street. Another change is 
the head toque. The kitchen was lead by Uttich until he 
made the leap to the front of house. Now installed > 


— 
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ratte £ barm 


1300 LAGOON AVE 
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55408 
(612) 367-4595 


KINSEN IS PROUD TO BE ONE OF THE ONLY ASIAN RESTAURANTS IN THE TWIN CITIES 
TO FEATURE ALL-NATURAL MEATS SELECTED FROM REGIONAL FARMS 


WWW.KINSENNOODLES.COM 


WEEKLY LUNCH SPECIALS 11 AM-3 PM | EARLY AND LATE NIGHT HAPPY HOUR | FREE PARKING 
2650 S. HENNEPIN AVE. 612-377-4418 WWW.ROATOSHATHAI.COM 


Hennepin @ West 26th Minneapolis 612.874.0481 


2 Grand Avenue € Fairview Saint Paul 651.698.2346 
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$3 Happy Hour snacks, beer & wine 
2pm - 5pm Monday thru Saturday 


Catch Golden Fig 
founder Laurie on 
Twin Cities Live 


[po 


All local. All the time. 


790 Grand Avenue • St. Paul, MN 55105 
|. 651.602.0144 
www.goldenfig.com 
facebook.com/goldenfigfinefoods 


E 


eA 


Check out our 


Weekday 
Jakeenos.com 
Lunch & Dinner 
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SLICE 


Crab Cakes (left) and a Seafood Room (right). 


behind the burners is Robert Wohlfeil. 

Wohlfeil grew up in North Dakota, 
where home dinners included healthy fare, 
a switch his family made for the sake of his 
father’s health. He still fondly remembers 
the first dish he learned to cook was split 
pea soup, from scratch, with his mother. 
He described their usual split pea as 
coming from the can, but one day she 
pulled out all the works, dried peas, ham 
bone. He remembered standing by her 
side, watching and taking it all in. There 
in that moment, there was a quiet flicker, 
the beginning of a curiosity of how food 
could go from one state and morph into 
something entirely new. 

His first culinary job was as a 


dishwasher at a North Dakotan diner 
called Kroll’s. They would occasionally let 
him near the food. From there he went to 
Famous Dave's, a dubious beginning for 
a fine dining chef, but it was there that he 
met another cook, who had just graduated 
culinary school and opened his eyes to 
technique. The flicker burst into flame 
and he packed off for Minneapolis, where 
he attended the Art Institute's Culinary 
program. It was while he was in school 
and working three other jobs, he began his 
career at Oceanaire. 

He hasn't worked anywhere else. That's 
one of the things I found when speaking 
with both past and present employees of 
Oceanaire. It's a rare restaurant company 


that is so dedicated to promoting from 
within and growing careers. They 
cultivate and retain their talent and it's 
evident from talking with everyone 
involved in the company that they also 
have a lot of fun. That passion for their 
business also drives their quality. 

When the Minnesota Zoo's Fish 
Smart sustainable seafood initiative 
began, Oceanaire was the first to join. 
For example, they list on their menu 
that the grouper is line-caught, the only 
way to sustainably catch the fish. That 
the fish is flown in fresh each day isn't 
enough; Oceanaire knows the people 
who do the actual catching, down to the 
employees and the boat. A couple 


GYM < 


Corner Cafe 


Venceuclan Specialties 
Daily Specials 


American & Lat 


usion Concept Café 
Mon-Sat 5 3 


Sunda -3pi 


Follow/us; 


4m 612-7813 


GOURMET 


Excelsior & Grand 
3840 Grand Way 
Saint Louis Park 

Minnesota 55416 


Oil: Vinegar 952.303.4220 


65 Main St SE, Minneapolis - 612.331.4544 
_ Wilderoastcafe.com 


cebook! facebook.com/wilderoastcafe 


ДЕ 
ТНЕ nt 
Everyone Welcome, Every Day. WEDGE 


2105 Lyndale Ave S | M-F 9-10 $ & $ 9-9 | www.wedge.coop 


roast(~ 
( 


| миа bar f cake 


HAPPY HOUR 5-6 РМ 
1/2 PRICE BOTTLES 
20% OFF GLASSES 


АУ, 


VOTED BEST WINE BAR BY | 
LAVENDER READERS FOR THE 
РАВ 50 AWARDS! 


- Мапа С TE 3 
One of a kind and critically acclaimed 
Caribbean / Indian / Asian fusion home cooking. 


3/61 Bloomington Ave. S. Minneapolis 
612.724.3088 - www.marlascuisine.com 


$2 GELATO 

$3 TAP BEER 
$4 HOUSE WINE 
$5 MARGARITA 
$6 MARTINI 

$7 PIZZA 


LORING KITCHEN ВАК 


LATE NIGHT 
HAPPY HOUR 


9pm to Close DAILY 


www.LoniNcKiTcHEN.cOM * [612] 843 0400 
1359 WILLOW STREET * MINNEAPOLIS 
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Who 
will 


you? 


Addite your рибо 


We ye 


animal humane society 


Buffalo 
Coon Rapids 
Golden Valley 
St. Paul 
Woodbury 
www.animalhumanesociety.org 
(763) 522-4325 
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SURDYK’S 
LIQUOR & CHEESE SHOP 


SLICE 


of years ago all of the king crab they 
served was caught by the Time Bandit, 
a boat fans of the Discovery Channel 
show “Deadliest Catch” will recognize. 
It’s always nice to be able to enjoy a meal 
with a side of ethics. 

While all the ethics and the cosmetics 
are nice, there is the matter of actual taste. 
The food is just as exquisite, elegant and 
opulent as ever. An order of crab cakes 
arrives packed with giant hunks of crab 
meat, barely clinging together with just 
a hint of breading, served with a creamy, 
rich, cloud-colored mayo spiked with 
nasal-clearing mustard. The mahi-mahi 
topped with the “dynamite” enhancement 
was so astounding that I wanted to bury 
my head in the entire dish and not come 
up for air until after springtime. Each 
succulent, thumb sized hunk of perfectly 
cooked fish lept from fork to mouth. The 
Dynamite preparation is a topping for 
more ginormo-hunks of crab and broiled 
for just a moment. The entire seafood 
mountain is served over a delicate butter 
sauce spiked with just a whisper of heat 
from Thai chilies. 

For value-conscious diners, Oceanaire 
is no longer only for power diners and 
special occasions; they recently began 
serving lunch, another perk in the 
bustling location. On the day of our 
visit, they were still training, but men 
in expertly tailored suits were dining, 
shaking hands, and likely making some 
big and powerful business decisions. A 
delicious, high-quality seafood lunch is 
not something many cube-dwellers have 
had the opportunity to experience in 
downtown Minneapolis. 

An even more astounding value is 
the happy hour, which runs every week 
day from 5-7pm. Food specials include 
mini crab cakes for $8 and the raw bar 
in addition to expertly poured martinis 
and selections from the raw bar. Cleanly 
shucked oysters are as bright and briny 
as a Cape Cod morning; a trio is only 
$6 at happy hour. Classic cocktails, like 
a perfectly mixed Sidecar, are only $5, 
select beer is a rock bottom $3, and select 
wines are $4. It’s already becoming one 
of the hottest after work tickets around. 
With all the changes, including the 
Jetson-fueled decor, it’s nice to find 
that what has stayed the same is their 
commitment to being the very best in 
seafood and destination dining. 

The Oceanaire Seafood Room: 50 South 
Sixth Street, Minneapolis, MN, www. 
theoceanaire.com, 612-333-2277. 


CLOUTIER LAW OFFICES РА. NEW VEAR 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW NEW YOU 


OVER 23 YEARS OF LEGAL EXPERIENCE. 


* Family/Divorce/Custody * Auto Accidents/Injuries Т S YOUR RESOLUTION - BUT Т $ МҮ JB 


e Second Parent Adoptions * Domestic Partnerships 
* Wills & Trusts e Employment Law 
* Business Law • Bankruptcy 


OR VISIT GETFITNESSTOGETHER.COM 


"NEW CLIENTS ONLY - OTHER TERMS APPLY - EXPIRES 02/29/2012 


TRIAL WEEK 
у 9x - 3 


В F CALL 612.378.8898 TO GET STARTED ON THE NEW YOU NOW! 


nvenient :Dow УПО. 
wway level offices - 


Elizabeth Cloutier 
PFLAG Member 


201112 DANCE 


MINNESOTA DEBUT 


: = JIN XING 
— — DANCE THEATRE SHANGHAI 
Sat, Feb 18, 8:00 pm 


^ Orpheum Theatre 

i^ 
Shanghai Tango 
China's most celebrated dancer and legally recognized 
transgendered woman, Jin Xing, and her company Jin Xing 
Dance Theatre Shanghai, showcase a retrospective of 10 of 
her best works over the last 25 years, featuring lavish 
onstage environments and a feast for the senses. 


Though not actually tango, Shanghai Tango showcases 

a contemporary Shanghai, a blend of East and West in dance, 
umes, and music that mixes passions and cultures from both 
past and the future. Jin Xing's courage, fighting spirit, and 
utiful artistry have contributed to her great success as a 

nd owner of China's only independent dance company. 


PUBLIC INTERVIEW WITH JIN XING (Free) 
Copresented with Institute for Advanced Study 
Thu, Feb 16, 4:00 - 5:30 pm 

125 Nolte Center for Education, U of M Campus 


PERFORMANCE PREVIEW (Free) 

Hosted by Carl Flink and Emilie Plauche Flink 
Sat, Feb 18, 6:45 - 7:30 pm 

Solera Restaurant, 3rd floor Catalonia Room 


UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 
Driven to Discover" Photo Paula Kajzar and Antonio Pellicano 
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ARTS & CULTURE 


SPOTLIGHT | John Townsend 


with the community, so developing a stronger identity 

is not only most relevant to Jewish culture today, but it’s 
universal to a large extent. It also looks a the timely issues 
of the changing American family – two parents of the 
same sex and same sex marriage.” In Canada same-sex 
marriage is legal. 

Also speaking to identity, director Michael Kissin 
points out “that a conventional upbringing and marriage 
with children in Lincoln, Nebraska, and approval from 
a strong-willed mother simply are not satisfying. So the 
struggle is to leave that behind, that security. Claire 
foresakes everything known: hometown, husband, son, 
mother - abandons her security in favor of the elusive 
quest for a new identity, which, of course, in the play, she 
achieves. And we bear witness to the struggle and the 
transformation." 

Adams, who had us rolling in the aisles in 2010 as the 
lead in the often lesbi-erotic Michele! The Bachumanntary 
Musical, says “we first meet her in the play as she is leav- 
ing and saying goodbye to her teenage son, David (Matt 
Rein), who will stay in Nebraska with her ex-husband. 
Clarie has always been attracted to women but never 
acted on it. She finds herself away from her mother, who 
is an orthodox Jew. And in an openly gay community in 
Ottawa she allows herself to finally feel the feelings she 
has always had. She meets Jane (Tinia Moulder) and falls 
in love with her." 

For those who wonder about the effect this has on 
the son, you can put your mind at ease. Kissin observes " 
we know from the beginning that all will be well, because 
David, the son (played by David Hein in the New York 
production), now roughly 30 years old, walks in with his 
guitar, and begins narrating and singing the story, recol- 
lected in tranquility, ie. he is a happy, well-adjusted, witty, 
charming, amusing, handsome, hetero adult." 

Rein adds, "David is incredibly open to his mother's 
coming out. He wakes up in bed one night and realizes 'Oh! 
My mom’s a lesbian.’ Before she comes out to him, he has 
the realization on his own, so the actual moment of coming 
out focuses more on the mother's desire to know how 
David feels about it rather than how David feels about it." 

As for Wiccan love interest Jane, Kissin sees her as 
representing "what Claire seeks: beauty, self-knowledge, 


| 
| 3i | i L 
My Mother's Lesbian Jewish Wiccan Wedding. Photo by Sarah Whiting 


=> My Mother's Lesbian Jewish Wiccan Wedding — You know love, physical attraction and true partnership." Music 
we've come a long way baby when acclaimed, sympathetic, gay-themed stage Director Kevin Dutcher says of the music and lyrics "it's 
work generated by straight folks and creates a buzz. It was a Toronto straight evident that the words came first. This is a story and the 
married couple actually, that conceived one of that city's big Fringe Festival guy who wrote it, lived it." The ex-husband, Garth (David 
musical hits of 2009, which has also played New York. David Hein and Irene Carl Coral) sings: 
Sankoff tell the true story of David's mother's coming out and being in love. Was it me - did I turn her off men? 

True to form, Minnesota Jewish Theatre continues to manifest artistic courage Was it her — was she always pretending 
and exploration of challenging themes under Barbara Brooks's Artistic Director- That we -we were better off friends? 
ship, while entertaining at a standard comparable to other topnotch Twin Cities Now I’m sure- we were better off ending 
professional houses. And she - I'm sure that she's dealing 

Brooks, central to the play's selection, observes "the story looks at Claire (Lau- And I- I don't know how I'm feeling now. 
ra B. Adams) who is on a journey to a stronger identity. For her it included identity Feb. 18 - Mar. 11 * Hillcrest Center, 1978 Ford 
as a Jew as well as a lesbian. A concern in the Jewish community today, as well as Pkwy, St. Paul * (651) 647- 4315 
in other cultural/ethnic/religious communities, is lack of identity and engagement www.mnjewishtheatre.org 
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An Ideal Husband — The trial of Oscar 
Wilde looms in gay history on a par with 
Hitler's Night of the Long Knives and 
Stonewall. For those of you who think your 
great grandparents or great great grand- 
parents may not have known about gay- 
ness, consider that Wilde's trial for 'gross 
indecency' reverberated around the world 
in the late 1890s and given that his plays 
have been continually popular ever since 
his impoverished death in Paris in 1900 

at age 46, odds are those folks from that 
time we so often sentimentalize about, may 
have actually been more aware of gay folk 
and oppression than we might think. 
Director Amy Rummenie thinks the 1895 
comedy "contains shades of Wilde's life 
divided between his characters: Lord Gor- 
ing (David Beukema), the ‘flawless dandy’ 
fond of being misunderstood; Sir Robert 
(Adam Whisner), a man of honor facing the 
repercussions of a crime done in his youth; 
and even his wife Gertrude (Sarah Ochs), 
inflexibly holding her husband to stan- 
dards he has already failed to achieve. The 
blackmail plot that surrounds Sir Robert 
has unfortunate similarities to the one that 
eventually consumed Wilde’s career and 
life. Just over a month after opening night, 
a few enterprising blackmailers surfaced 
with some incriminating letters of Wilde.” 
That said, Rummenie calls Lord Goring 
“the moral center of the play. Unflappably 
calm, unerringly insightful, dapper, and 
witty, he is an echo of the public face of 
Wilde - the kind of man who seems to glide 
through trouble and emerge on the other 
side with a sassy epigram and not a hair 
out of place.” Beukema wonders that some 
might “think that Goring is a substitute for 
Wilde himself - the always witty, seemingly 
lighthearted life of the party who has much 
more lying beneath the surface.” Through 
Feb. 25 - Red Eye Theater, 15 W. 14th St., 
Mpls. • (612) 375-0300 ° www.walkingshad- 
owcompany.org 


An Ideal Husband. 
Art by Alphonse Mucha's painting "Flirt" 


Ballad of the Pale Fisherman. Photo by Avye Alexandres 


Ballad of the Pale Fisherman — If you missed this dreamy little gem of a show at the 
2010 Minnesota Fringe Fest you’ve lucked out because it’s being reprised and expanded! Directed 
by Isabel Nelson, this folktale about a fisherman (Diogo Lopes) who falls in love with and marries a 
seal woman aka a’selkie’ (Anna Reichert), exudes splendidly lyrical stage movement and transfor- 
mational performances. 

Allison Witham who is part of the show’s inventively magical ensemble, plays several different 
characters including a bartender, an elderly woman named Maud, a very friendly seal, the ocean, 
one half of a boat, a young mother, and a squeaky bed. She says “part of the challenge of devising 
and performing the piece is that we choose to perform without set or props, except an accordion 
which Derek Miller plays. This forces us to create and inhabit the world of the seaside fishing town 
with only our bodies.” Through Feb. 25 • Illusion Theater, 528 Hennepin Av., Mpls. • 
(612) 339-4944 ® www.illusiontheater.org 


Black Label Movement's Visceral at the Cowles — For the past five years choreographer 
Carl Flink has shaped his Black Label Movement troupe into a highly physical company 
that gets raves. Their first run at the prestigious Cowles Center will surely expand their 
base. Flink is a demanding creative genius who can actually have dancers give you the 
sense of what it was like to drown in the Edmund Fitzgerald and his work on movement 
for plays, like Mary’s Wedding at the Jungle, can lyrically render physical human emo- 
tions themselves. Опе of Visceral’s segments is based on Jonathan Swift's radical satire, A 
Modest Proposal. 

Flink says, “we are fascinated with exploring the risks the human body can take in 
dance and movement - to celebrate the body as much for its power and athleticism as 
its potential for grace. Some think dancers should glow, but | think BLM movers should 
sweat." Feb. 10-12 • Cowles Center for Dance and the Performing Arts, 528 Hennepin Av., 
Mpls. • (612) 206-3600 ° www.thecowlescenter.org 
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Soul Tight Committee. Photo Courtesy of Soul Tight Committee 


Soul Tight Committee — You can have the Beatles. I'm just a bit younger so my era was the 
Soul Era of the late '60s and ’70s and I have never ever thought it got its due. It's one of the most 
important movements in American cultural history and made the general population fall in love 
with African American music to an extent it never had before and perhaps since. The tunes of 
the time require superb vocals and clear connection with emotion, and you can bet this 10 piece 
ensemble will spirit us back to that dreamy space in time. 

Soul Tight Committee, a nominee of many Minnesota Music Awards, will perform such classics 
as Ain't No Woman (The Four Tops), Boogie Wonderland (Earth, Wind, and Fire), At Last (Etta 
James), I Wish (Stevie Wonder), and ГИ Be Around (The Spinners), as well as tunes made popular 
by Patti LaBelle, The Emotions, Michael Jackson, and K.C. & The Sunshine Band. Fri., Feb. 17 * 
Chanhassen Dinner Theatres Club Stage, 501 West 78th Street, Chanhassen 
(952) 934-1540 * www.ChanhassenDT.com 


Story/Time — Bill T. Jones looms as one of the planet's great choreographers. His current 
Walker commission includes his globally renowned dancers with their physical magnifi- 
cence and divine sense of experimentation. It also salutes two experimental gay artists 
who were life partners for about half a century: composer John Cage (1912-92) and chore- 
ographer Merce Cunningham (1919-2009). 

Walker Performing Arts Curator Philip Bither reflects "since the earliest part of his career 
in the 1970s, Bill T. Jones has always been openly, proudly gay in a way few in the highest 
levels of American performing arts world had been before him. He was and continues to 
be a model of how to be a forceful, proud and very public gay man -one who has exer- 
cised the right to love whoever he wanted and celebrate those relationships openly for the 
world to see. He has spoken regularly and bravely about his HIV-positive status, his loving 
relationship with Arnie Zane -both his personal and artistic partner until Zane's death from 
AIDS in 1988- and about the need to fight homophobia and racism that persists in our 
culture. He has for more than three decades fought these battles both on and off stage. 
That is why, in part, it was so thrilling to see him last year be given on national television 
a Kennedy Center Award by President Obama, the highest cultural recognition in the land. 
It felt like, for a moment, we were in fact, making progress as a people - progress due in 
no small part to the efforts of artists and activists like Bill T. Jones." Feb. 16-19 + Walker 
Art Center, 1750 Hennepin Av., Mpls. • (612) 375-7600 - www.walkerart.org 


Harold and The Purple Crayon — For 
decades there's been a steady debate -as there 
should be- about the use, overuse, and misuse 
of technology and special effects in live the- 
ater. It's a legitimate concern because tech can 
overpower performances of plays where the 
human form and the power of language itself 
and human movement can and in some cases, 
ought to, take us back to the most elemental 
aspects of performance. 

However, the Seattle Children's Theatre, 
now hosted by the Minneapolis Children's 
Theatre, gives us a superb example of a work 
that balances technological brilliance with per- 
formance brilliance. Crockett Johnson's 1955 
children's fiction classic has been adapted for 
stage with a dream-like stream of conscious- 
ness concept where pajama-clad Harold (an 
endearing Don Daryll Rivera) draws lines 
with his purple crayon wherever his impulses 
take him. And while he does, he automatically 
creates new worlds and being: spaceships, 
fish, and dragons reminiscent of a minimalist 
Chinese New Year. 

The messages within this could be legion 
but clearly it spirits forth how our thoughts 
create our reality. A great message, don't you 
think? (Rivera has also written the text adapta- 
tion.) Director Rita Giomi sees the stage as her 
canvas and on it she takes us beneath the sea 
and into outer space. She balances the craft of 
her actors, who also include the nimble and 
charming Khanh Doan and Caety Sagoian, 
with captivating visuals by animator Stefan 
Gruben and lighting designer L.B. Morse. Aus- 
ton James's music and Rob Burgess's lyrics en- 
hance the show's gentle power. Through Feb. 
26 * Children's Theatre Company, 2400 
Third Av., S., Mpls. * (612) 874-0400 • 
www.childrenstheatre.org 


Harold and the Purple Crayon. Photo by Dan 
Norman 
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MUSIC | ка Huyck 


—— HOWLER Give Up America 

Jordan Gatesmith was a teenager when he founded Howler in 
2010, but the band’s sound on their debut album showcases a con- 
fidence that goes far beyond their years. The Minneapolis-based 
five-piece has a great international buzz right now, and they bring 
the goods through their noisy debut. Howler isn’t recreating the 
wheel here. This is straight-up modern rock ‘n’ roll in the Strokes 
mode, but played with plenty more verve (and distortion) than that 
group. The band brings out other influences along the way, such 
as the terrific “Too Much Blood,” which sounds like a lost Jesus 
and Mary Chain track. While “I Told You Once” and “Back of the 
Neck” are perfect tracks for a radio station actually willing to rock. 


AMERICA 
GIVE UP 


HIGH DIVE High Dive 


Punk rock and queer culture have long 
been intertwined. Punk was a very visible 
way to showcase that you were different 
and — in some corners of the scene at 
least - being gay was not just accepted, 
but celebrated. There’s still a need for 
positive queercore, and this new trio — 
featuring members of acoustic punkers 
Defiance, Ohio - fits the bill. This sharp 
and short (about 23 minutes) debut 
focuses on breezy-sounding high-energy 
rock ‘n’ roll, but also sports personal, 
honest tales of relationships, life, and 
being gay. That comes out in plenty of 
the tracks, but especially on standouts 
“Tennessee” and “Thank You,” both of 
which provide strong lyrical comfort and 
support for all the people who struggle 
with themselves, and society’s perception 
of their sexuality. 


POLIGA Give You the Ghost 

In the wake of Roma di Luna’s breakup, 
Channy Moon Casselle’s new project has 
earned plenty of ink, but the band is far 
from just the new chapter for the singer. 
Polica features an all-star cast, fronted by 
Gayngs’ Ryan Olson and players from 

the Vampire Hands and Stnnng. The vibe 
is close to Gayngs as well, with plenty of 
moody-ifsomewhat-funky beats, washes of 
keyboards and a brooding vibe that sounds 
drawn from a late-night crawl down the 
seedy streets of Minneapolis. Sometimes, 
the vibe gets a bit too overwhelming, and 
the songs start to blend together, but more 
often than not it makes for thrilling listen- 
ing, such as on “Lay Your Cards Out” or 
“Violent Games.” Polica is definitely a band 
to watch. 


El 


GUIDED BY VOICES 

Let's Go Eat the Factory 

When preparing for this piece, I checked 
my iTunes library and saw that I had 
more than 800 Guided by Voices tracks. 
So what do Robert Pollard and company 
give us this time? Pretty much exactly 
what we've always gotten: А messy col- 
lection of oft-brilliant classic, fuzzy, low-fi 
pop (in the 1960s sense) interspersed 
with dashed-off concepts, short experi- 
ments and whatever else the mad genius 
had in mind that day. The presence of the 
classic mid-‘90s band lineup makes for a 
tougher, more lively sound than Pollard 
brought to his recent solo albums, and 
when the album hits — "The Unsinkable 
Fats Domino" or "Spiderfighter" or closer 
^We Won't Apologize for the Human 
Race" - It hits as well as anything from 
their long, boozy history. L1 
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FOC MAP" PROFILES 


FOC MAP™ is your fully indexed, fully 
searchable FRIENDS OF COMMUNITY 
МАР". 


Need a haircut, but can't find a salon ог 
barber? Or maybe you just need to find 
your way from here to there. FOC MAP™ 
is the tool to get you there. 


FIRST EQUITY 
) MORTGAGE 


David Lozinski, 


David Lozinski 

First Equity Mortgage 

Full service mortgage lender. Helping customers with 
best rates, products, and commitment to service. 
8401 Wayzata Blvd., Ste. 340 

Golden Valley, MN 

(952) 697-3525 


Max's 

Shops at Excelsior & Grand. 

A unique boutique specializing in artist-made fine 
jewelry, home decor, specialty chocolates from 
around the world! 

3826 Grand Way 

St. Louis Park, MN 

(952) 922-8364 


Jt 


House Lift Remodeler 

Premier remodeler of Twin Cities homes with a 
reputation for quality construction, 

customer satisfaction and trust. 

4330 Nicollet Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

612-821-1100 


LOIS A. CASTANEDA 
(612) 871 6830 


1 
Lois Casteneda 
Not sure you have the insurance coverage you 
need? You're not alone. | can help. 
Allstate Insurance 
127 Grant St. W. 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 
(612) 871-6830 


WHEN YOU CAN'T FIND IT, FOC IT! 
www.focmap.com 
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You've been through an accident. We've been through 


MAPLEWOOD LAKEVILLE RICHFIELD 
651-766-9770 952-985-5855 612-866-0016 


EDEN PRAIRIE BURNSVILLE BLOOMINGTON 
952-941-5586 952-898-1636 952-767-3399 


(LaMettry's ) 


Premier Collision Shops 


No time to stop for our free estimates? Go to www.lamettrys.com 24/7 to receive an estimate via email. 


QUILTER 


directed by 
TERRY 


JOHNSON 
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LEATHER LIFE | steve Lenius 


EricJames Borges. Photo via Facebook 


A Letter to EricJames Borges 


DEAR ERICJAMES, 

I didn’t know you, but I wish I would 
have been able to. I wish I could have given 
you hope by telling you what we have in 
common, how things worked out for me, 
how things could work out for you too. 

You were a nineteen-year-old filmmaker. 
You were an intern with The Trevor Project, 
the nationally known GLBTQ youth suicide 
prevention hotline. On December 10, 2011, 
you posted an “It Gets Better” video in which 
you told a heartbreaking tale of being raised 
in an “extremist Christian” household. You 
spoke of being bullied from kindergar- 
ten through high school as well as at home. 
You told how your mother had performed 
an exorcism in an attempt to “cure” you. 

A month later, you killed yourself. 

Hearing your story brought me up short, 
because I, too, have been the subject of an ex- 
orcism. When I was nineteen, my mother 
discovered I was gay. She started fasting and 
praying that I would be cured. One evening 
she and her Christian fundamentalist friends 
held an exorcism in absentia in her living 


room to cast the demon of homosexuality 
out of me. (The exorcism was unsuccessful.) 

My mother started writing a book which 
she thought would be about how her son 
had been prayed straight. But she later 
wrote: “As I watched him living his life, I 
was the one who began to change my ideas.” 
As it turned out, her book was subtitled 
“A mother struggles to accept her gay son 
and discovers herself.” That book, by Mary 
Borhek, was My Son Eric, and for many 
years she spoke out as an activist for GLBT 
rights.(Since my mother wanted to use 
pseudonyms in the book, I chose “Eric” for 
mine. So we also share a first name, sort of.) 

I was very lucky—I was blessed with 
other supportive people who helped me 
deal with my mother’s initial reaction to 
my gayness. But as an intern at The Trevor 
Project, you certainly had supportive people 
around you too. Tragically, their support and 
love evidently was not able to overcome the 
years of painful bullying and other assaults 
you endured. 

I cringe at some of the hateful things I 


hear about GLBTQ people from the mouths 
of supposed Christians. The words hurt. 
They wound. Sometimes they kill. They are 
the opposite of Christian love and charity. 
They are not the gospel that Jesus came to 
offer us. 

How many more of our young people 
will have to be sacrificed on the altars of, in 
your words, “extremist Christian” hate be- 
fore we as a society say, “No more”? I hope 
not too many. I would prefer none. 

ЕгісЈатеѕ, wherever you are, I hope 
you are at peace and I hope you can forgive 
your tormentors. Truly, they knew not what 
they were doing. 

Sincerely and sorrowfully, 

“Eric Borhek" (a/k/a Steve Lenius, 
a/k/a Your Humble Columnist) 

PS. You made a short film titled “Invis- 
ible Creatures" that showed such potential. 
The lighting, camerawork and composition 
were beautiful. Tm so sorry you won't have 
а chance to make any more films. I would 
have wanted to see them. O 
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OUR AFFAIRS 


BIG GAY NEWS | Bradley Тгаупог 


BIGGAYNEWS.COM: 


R DAILY PODCAST 


GLBT WORLD NEWS! 


Forced Sterilization for Transgender People in Sweden 

Mother Jones reports that Sweden is considering legislation that would 
allow transgender individuals to marry, but would force them to undergo 
reproductive sterilization. The current law, passed in 1972 requires both 
divorce and sterilization. 


Susan Allen Makes History 
Minneapolis attorney Susan Allen 
made U.S. history in January be- 
coming the first openly gay Native 
American woman to be elected to a 
state legislature. Allen, a Democrat, 
won 55% percent of the vote in a 
special election for District 61B, 
which includes a portion of south 
Minneapolis. She replaces Democrat 
Jeffrey Hayden who was elected to 
the Minnesota Senate. She is also 
the only Native American currently 
serving in the legislature. During 
her campaign, Allen touted her own 
personal diversity as an asset for the 
community she wanted to represent 
at the Capitol. "I reflect the great 
diversity of our district, as a Native 
American woman and a member 

of the LGBT community, and hope 
to bring this important voice to the 
state capital to offer more balanced, 
representative contributions and 
input." Representative Allen has 
lived in south Minneapolis for just 
about the last 15 years. "It reminds 
me of a lot of the places 1 grew up. 
It's 62 percent minority," she told 
Minnesota Public Radio. She told re- 
porters her goals as a newly-elected 
legislator are to create jobs and help 
close the academic achievement 
gap. She also said she hopes to 
help defeat the state constitutional 
amendment that would ban same- 
sex marriage and "...turn out voters 


against writing discrimination into 
our state constitution." Allen will be 
up for re-election with the rest of 
House members in the fall. 


UK Muslims Convicted in Landmark 
Gay Hatred Case 

Reuters reports that three British 
Muslim men were found guilty in 
January of anti-gay rhetoric by dis- 
tributing leaflets calling for the death 
of homosexuals. The men handed 
the leaflets out in advance of a gay 
pride parade in Derby, England. 


South African Rights Investigators 
Probe Zulu King's Alleged Gay Slur 
The Washington Post reports that 
South Africa's human rights agency 
said that it is investigating allega- 
tions that the Zulu King called gay 
people "rotten" during a speech. In 
a statement, the Zulu royal house- 
hold said the king's comments were 
mistranslated. King Zwelithini 

has no governing powers in South 
Africa, but is an influential figure. 


Cynthia Nixon Says Being Gay ‘Is 
A Choice’ 

Actress Cynthia Nixon created 
controversy in a recent speech and 
interview claiming she chose to be 
gay. During a recent speech in con- 


nection with an upcoming Broadway : 


play, Nixon said, “I've been straight 
and I've been gay, and gay is bet- 


ter.” When asked to clarify, Nixon 
defended her statement saying, "... 
for me, it is a choice. | understand 
that for many people it’s not, but for 
me it's a choice, and you don't get to 
define my gayness for me." 


Gay Marriage Bill Advances in NJ, 
Despite Veto Threat 

The Wall Street Journal reports 
that New Jersey's state legislature 
advanced gay marriage legislation 
in January, despite a threatened 
veto by Republican governor 
Chris Christie. According to the 
Wall Street Journal, New Jersey 
Democrats might be close to having 
a veto-proof majority. In January, 
a poll from Quinnipiac University 
found 52% support for gay mar- 
riage among New Jersey voters, 
the first time approval has been 
above 50%. 


Gay Groups Angry Kansas Anti- 
Sodomy Law Remains on Books 
Reuters reports that gay rights 
groups in Kansas are upset over a 
state sodomy law still on the books, 
even after the Supreme Court ruled 
in 2003 that such laws are unconstitu- 
tional. Thomas Witt, chairman of the 
Kansas Equality Coalition, a state gay 
rights group says, "We are angry that 
the governor of a state wants to keep 
a statute on the books that says gay 
people deserve to go to jail." 


Ugandan Gay Activists Honor Slain 
Rights Leader 

AFP reports that gay activists in 
Uganda met to commemorate the 
first anniversary of the murder of 


: fellow activist David Kato. Kato was 
¦ was found beaten to death outside 


his home in Kampala last Janu- 

ary. Kato’s mother told reporters, “It 
is not easy when a loved one dies 
but thanks to all the friends inside 
and outside Uganda who worked 
with David... when | get down they 
lift me up and help me.” 


Starbucks Endorses Gay Marriage 
in Washington State 

Reuters reports that Starbucks made 
a statement in January, publicly sup- 
porting gay marriage legislation in 
Washington state. “Starbucks strives 
to create a company culture that puts 
our partners first, and our company 
has a lengthy history of leading and 
supporting policies that promote 
equality and inclusion.” Starbucks 
joins Microsoft and other major cor- 
porations to support the legislation. 


Maine Poised for 2nd Public Vote 
on Gay Marriage 

The Associated Press reports that 
gay marriage supporters in Maine 
are planning to put the issue before 
voters once more in 2012. A 


¦ statewide vote in 2009 resulted in 
¦ the repeal of marriage legislation 


passed by the legislature. Betsy 
Smith, executive director of Equal- 
ity Maine, said polling by gay 
marriage supporters indicates 54 
percent of state residents now sup- 
port gay marriage. 


NAACP Supports Extending Rights 
to Maryland Transgender Residents 
The Washington Post reports 

that NAACP President Benjamin 
Jealous said in January that the 
organization supports legislation in 
Maryland that would extend civil 
rights protections to transgender 
residents. Jealous made the an- 
nouncement at the 24th national 
conference on GLBT equality. 


New Hampshire Bill Would Allow 
Service Refusal To Gay Couples 


¦ WCVB-TV reports that the New 


Hampshire legislature is consider- 
ing a bill that would allow providers 
of wedding-related goods or 
services to refuse doing business 
with gay couples, if doing so would 
violate their conscience or religious 
beliefs. The bill would also bar law- 
suits against business owners who 
deny business to gay couples. The 
state's House Judiciary committee 
held a hearing in January on the 
bill. If the committee recommends 
the legislation, it will head to the 
full house for a vote. O 
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Against the Amendment: 
An Interview with Ann Kaner-Roth 


ANN KANER-ROTH was appointed ex- 
ecutive director at Project 515 in 2010. Prior 
to 2010, she served as executive director of 
Child Care WORKS; associate director of the 
Jewish Community Foundation; and Field 
Representative for the California State As- 
sembly. She holds an MSW focused in pub- 
lic policy from Boston University and a B.A. 
from the University of Wisconsin-Madison. 

Lavender Magazine: Tell me about 
Project 515. 

Ann Kaner-Roth: Project 515 is a Min- 
nesota-based nonprofit working to ensure 
that same-sex couples and their families have 
equal rights and considerations under Minne- 
sota law. There are at least 515 Minnesota state 
laws that discriminate against same-sex cou- 
ples and their families. We work toward our 
mission by educating Minnesotans about that 
discrimination, sharing stories of impacted 
families, and pursuing pro-equality legislation. 

LM: What legislation have you pursued? 

AKR: In 2009 we passed the Protecting 
One’s Home bill, which provided equity to 
unmarried co-homeowners. That bill was 
signed into law, but our Final Wishes and 
Wrongful Death bills were vetoed by Gover- 
nor Pawlenty in 2010. We've worked for the 
passage of other bills focusing on policy is- 
sues that improve laws for same-sex couples, 
including probate, judiciary, health care, 
end-of-life issues and more. 

LM: What was your legislative focus in 
2011 and what will you work on in 2012? 

AKR: In 2011, we poured all of our leg- 
islative resources into working to defeat ef- 
forts to place a constitutional amendment on 
the 2012 ballot, directing our four registered 
lobbyists (including me) to do whatever 
possible to avoid a ballot measure. Despite 
a passionate debate from both sides of the 
aisle, and a strong collaboration between 
many organizations to fight this off, the 
Minnesota Legislature voted to place the 
amendment banning marriage for same-sex 


Ann Kaner-Roth. Photo by Gia Vitali 


couples on the 2012 ballot. 

The 2012 legislative session is expected 
to be brief, and all eyes are on the November 
6, 2012 election. Our efforts this year are fo- 
cused on defeating the ballot measure. 

LM: What is your position on the consti- 
tutional amendment? 

АКЕ: Project 515, along with OutFront 
Minnesota, is one of two founding organiza- 
tions of MN United for АП Families. We pub- 
licly and strongly oppose the amendment. 
There are more than 10,000 Minnesota fami- 
lies headed by committed same-sex partners 
who are raising children, making health deci- 
sions about family members, buying homes 
together and doing all the things that make 
for safe, happy and productive families. The 
constitutional amendment would place these 
families at risk by permanently placing dis- 
crimination in our state constitution. 

LM: Why is this discussion important for 
Minnesota? 

AKR: Minnesotans value fairness. Proj- 
ect 515's statewide polls have shown that 
nearly 8 out of 10 Minnesotans believe gays 
and lesbians should be treated no differently 
under the law. 

However, there is a significant gap be- 
tween the fairness Minnesotans value and 


Minnesota's laws. At a time when Minnesota 
is concerned about education, the economy, 
health care and other important quality of 
life issues, it's unfortunate that Minnesotans 
will spend the next year debating a constitu- 
tional amendment that hurts many families 
without helping even one family. 

LM: Can't same-sex or unmarried cou- 
ples just hire an attorney and draw up legal 
documents to secure the rights and respon- 
sibilities that married couples have? 

AKR: Even if couples are able to afford 
the significant expense of obtaining legal 
counsel, most of the rights, benefits and re- 
sponsibilities automatically provided to mar- 
ried couples cannot be replicated by signing 
legal documents or contracts. 

LM: Families headed by same-sex cou- 
ples already exist in Minnesota. How many 
are there and would the amendment deny 
legal rights to those families? 

AKR: According to the 2010 U.S. Cen- 
sus, there are more than 10,000 gay and les- 
bian couples living in Minnesota who cannot 
receive the same recognition or protections 
for their families as other couples. Almost 
2095 of those families are raising children. If 
passed, the constitutional amendment keeps 
those families at risk by permanently plac- 
ing discrimination in our state constitution 
and places significant roadblocks in the path 
toward equal treatment for same-sex couples 
and their families. 

LM: Why is access to marriage more im- 
portant than access to a civil union with the 
same rights? 

AKR: Project 515 is focused on achieving 
equality under the law for same-sex couples 
in whatever way best provides the same 
rights, benefits, and responsibilities that are 
bestowed to straight couples by marriage. 
Without the freedom to legally marry, same- 
sex couples do not receive the same recog- 
nition and protections for their families as 
other couples. O 
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SOCIALLY SAVVY | Edward Piechowski & Sean Ryan 


Polishing Your Skills 


PREPARE FOR SPRING WITH A MIDWINTER COOKING CLASS 


WINTERS COLD dark nights can 
leave us feeling as if we're locked in and 
hibernating. If your post- holiday, pre-spring 
entertaining schedule is lagging and you 
haven't yet found that perfect caterer, it's a 
great time to brush up your cooking skills. 
Knowing how to hold a knife and boil an 
egg are basics that make preparing meals 
and entertaining a snap. Even a well-trained 
housekeeper usually needs a hand in the 
kitchen to make your party go smoothly. 

The Twin Cities offers a wide range 
of ways to get your culinary techniques in 
order. Trial and error is the beast that whips 
a novice cook into a kitchen wizard. How 
many times did you scramble eggs before 
making the perfect béarnaise? 

By far the easiest way to learn is to find 
a friend; the person in our lives (mothers 
are good candidates) who seem to breeze 
through, no matter the task. Not only 
is learning from a friend fun, it offers a 
different kind of entertaining opportunity— 
preparing and sharing a meal together. If you 
remember a great dish your friend prepared 
in the past, why not give them a call and see 
if they can show you how to make that same 
magic happen. 

If there are not any neighborly chefs to 
lend a hand, turn to your local kitchen supply 
store. Between Cooks of Crocus Hill in Saint 
Paul and Kitchen Window in Minneapolis, 
there are plenty of classes to choose from. 
From basic knife handling, to the flavors of 
Latin America, these informative classes are 
a great way to polish your skills (and maybe 
meet a dinner date!) Classes also give 
you the chance to learn from real experts 
and, often, award-winning local culinary 
notables. Upcoming instruction ranges from 
preparing a romantic meal, outdoor grilling, 
sushi-making, to decadent truffles and 
vegan cuisine. The culinary store also has 
the benefit of oodles of kitchen gadgets that 
you get to try your hand with. Even if you 
can’t afford that three thousand dollar grill, 
you can play on one for a few hours. 

Culinary lessons can also be found at 
locations such as the Kitchen in the Market 


Cooks of Crocus Hill. Photo Courtesy of Cooks of Crocus Hill 


at Midtown, several Byerly’s locations and 
Whole Foods on Lake Street. The benefit to 
taking instruction at these locations is all the 
fresh ingredients that are available at your 
fingertips. Byerly’s has one more advantage; 
the fifteen dollar cost of their classes is partly 
reimbursed with a $10 gift card to use in store 
after the class. The natural food coops also 
come highly recommended. The new Seward 
Coop on Franklin Avenue in Minneapolis 
and the two Mississippi Market locations in 
St. Paul offer a wide variety of classes, from 
simple cooking instruction to healthy eating 
and shopping on a budget. Some classes are 
even offered for free to the public. 

We all need excuses to avoid the cold; 
executing a meal with newly found culinary 
skills just might be the way to leave this winter 
inspired. Gain some education and confidence 
in the kitchen from your local gastronomic 
resources. We hope to see you there! 

To find out more information about 
cooking classes and demonstrations, phone 
or visit the websites of these notable shops: 


Kitchen Window 
Mpls- 612-824-4417 
www.kitchenwindow.com 


Cooks of Crocus Hill 

St. Paul 651-228-1333/ Edina 952-285- 
1903 

www.cooksofcrocushill.com 


Byerly's 
St. Louis Park- 952-253-3409 
www.lundsandbyerlys.com 


Kitchen in the Market 
Midtown Mpls-612-568-5486 
www.kitcheninthemarket.com 


Whole Foods 
Mpls-612-927-8141 
www.wholefoodsmarket.com 


Seward Co-op 
Mpls-612-338-2465 
www.seward.coop 


Mississippi Market 

Selby St.Paul-651-310-9499 
W. 7th St. Paul- 651-690-0507 
www.msmarket.coop O 
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DATELAND | Jennifer Parello 


My Days Among the Super Rich, Part | 


When American Airlines declared bankruptcy in late 2011, 
I decided to cash in all my air miles and “treat myself.” Pm 
well aware that this statement makes it seem that "treating 
myself" is a relatively rare occurrence. But, the happy fact 
is that I treat myself every day. That's the nice thing about 
not having children: you are free to spend your pennies as 
selfishly and foolishly as you like. 

But these weren't pennies. These were air miles and I had mountains 
of them, because I'm somewhat of a financial idiot and had no idea that 
they could be used for something other than upgrades on overseas 
flights. They're actually like money and can be used to purchase 
completely unnecessary stuff, which is my favorite kind of stuff. 

So, I looked at the list of stuff I could exchange for miles and 
decided on the most ridiculous and expensive item on the list: a 
three-night stay at the Carlyle Hotel in New York City. 

Here's a quick tutorial on the Carlyle, in case you are unfamiliar 
with this country's luxurious adultery grounds. The hotel is on the 
Upper East Side, aka Wasp Central, and is the place where JFK used 
to schtup starlets. He actually used a secret tunnel to the hotel to 
keep his assignations out of the media. The hotel is ghastly expensive 
and far removed from the garishness of Time's Square. It's also home 
to the famous Café Carlyle, one of the coziest and costliest cabarets 
in the world. 

Гуе always wanted to stay there because, in spite of the fact that 
Tm a socialist in the Scandinavian sense of the word and, thus, prone 
to standing on bar stools and proclaiming “power to the people" 
when tipsy, I love luxury hotels. I love well-stocked mini-bars, plush 
robes, and fancy soaps. I don't think there's anything in the Socialist 
handbook that says you can't pamper yourself occasionally. 

When I told my girlfriend that we were staying at the Carlyle, she 
looked stricken. “They won't like it,” she said with real fear in her eyes. 
By “they” she was referring to the super wealthy, that odd species of 
human that doesn't need to use air miles to pay for its hotel stays. 

My girlfriend owns a company that services the very rich, so she's 
quite familiar with their bizarre rituals and habitats. She talks about 
the rich in the same awed, head-shaking fashion that we normal 
mammals speak of weird mammals, like the platypus. Platypuses are 
mammals, but they lay eggs and they don't have nipples like the rest 
of us mammals. Because they have no nipples, their milk just sort of 
leaks out of their chests and their egg-babies have to lick it off them. 
They're odd, fascinating, and kind of gross, just like the super rich. 

Pm not rich, but I make a comfortable living and I own a hot tub, 
which makes most of my friends pea green with envy. If I ever did get 


wealthy, I'd live much the same as I do now, except I'd probably keep 
some exotic animals as pets. Yes, that's the type of rich person Га 
be: the one with perpetually messed up hair that walks a lobster on a 
leash through the public square. I'd also drink alot more champagne. 
And, maybe, get a butler. 

“Oh, don't be silly,” I told my girlfriend, as I slipped into an old 
sweater and ratty jeans and zipped up my travel duffle bag. ^We fit in 
everywhere. The rich will think we're one of them." 

Stay tuned for the next episode, when I report back from the 
front lines of the super rich and fill you in on what the Wall Street 
protestors can learn about punishing the wealthy from the waiters, 
hotel staff and store clerks who service them. O 


THE REMODELER YOU CAN TRUST 


Courteous, experienced professionals from start to finish. 
Detailed & accurate estimates for your project budget. 
Detailed project plans, specifications, & schedules. 
Daily & weekly communication of schedules & budget during your project. 


Quality workmanship that adds lasting beauty and value to your home. 


Before № 


ium 1i 


www.houseliftinc.com 
4330 Nicollet Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55409 
612.821.1100 / 651.690.3442 
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OUR VOICES 


“МО WAY do you look fifty-five," some- 
one said the other day. For a second, I felt 
wonderful. Then I remembered: I really am 
fifty-five. 

I agree that I don't look my age. Nor, for 
that matter, do I act it. Maybe, as I've heard, 
fifty is the new forty. Regardless, there's one 
thing I can't escape: I'm hitting another Val- 
entine's day trying to date when many peo- 
ple my age are partnered or married or just 
plain disinterested. 

Throw in that I'm transgender, and all of 
a sudden, it's an uphill battle to score a date 
with a decent woman. 

For sure, I've had my share of dating part- 
ners. However, things never quite work out for 
the long haul. Four months seems to be the 
magic number-everything sails along reason- 
ably well to that point, and then, inexplicably, 
the relationship goes to hell in an instant. I'm 
pretty sure—no, on second thought, make that 
absolutely positive—this abysmal track record 
has nothing to do with me. 

"It's just bad luck", I tell myself. 

In my rare moments of lucidity, I've tried 
to analyze why it is that Match.com has 
the same people showing up in the same 
photographs with the same profiles day in 
and day out. Does everyone have $59.95 to 
throw around for three months of hoping? I, 
for one, am tired of waiting for that special 
“match” to show up in my life. I can't be the 
only one who thinks like this. 


MAD Malaise 


I'm certain there are plenty of lesbians 
and bisexual women searching for Ms. 
Right, just like me. We simply don't know 
where to look. As best I can tell, there's no 
coffee shop or bar that caters specifically to 
lesbians. Pi the bar is long dead. I belong to 
a wonderful Meet Up group, but many of the 
women in it are already taken. 

It doesn't help that I'm picky. My perfect 
woman has Jennifer Aniston's body, Zooey 
Deschanel's looks, and Lady Gaga's personal- 
ity. There's bonus points for Rachel Maddow's 
spunk. My perfect woman has to love bicy- 
cling and the Sunday New York Times, read 
appropriately in bed. It would help if she's 
Mensa level smart, but ГЇЇ accept slightly less 
intellect if she meets all other qualifications. 
I realize I have to be flexible to some extent. 

Oh, wait a minute. Come back to reality, 
Ellie. 

I'm not the only one in a middle aged dat- 
ing (“МАР”) malaise. My baby brother— 
sadly, another fifty something—has a hard 
time snagging that allimportant second or 
third date with the right person. “It’s frus- 
trating as hell,” he said. 

Tell me about it. At least my bro’s getting 
first dates. That means he’s got far less to 
complain about. 

I don’t know what role being transgen- 
der plays in my dating drought. If anything, 
some women think I’m too feminine. It’s 
true—I don’t own a single flannel shirt or 


fishing pole. I’ve got that little problem with 
my voice, but then again, that didn’t stop 
past dating partners. Instead, I think “trans- 
gender" is still a bit too out there, too unusu- 
al for a Match.com profile. I assume some 
women—and for that matter, men—wonder, 
“Does it actually look real down there?” 

In a word, it sure does. I’m happy to re- 
port that one girlfriend—this one didn’t even 
make it three months—eagerly exclaimed, 
“I love your surgeon!" 

In five years, my status as transgender 
probably won't be a big deal. But then again, 
that's five years of waiting around. I don't have 
time to waste while our culture catches up to 
me. I'm ready for something serious now. 

I do have a plan. 

Im thinking of a billboard on 1-94 near 
the Hennepin-Lyndale Avenues exit. Гуе 
got a great picture of me wearing glasses— 
dare I say it's a bit sexy? Below the picture— 
blown twenty feet high—the words, “Ladies, 
how can you resist this? Call me at 1-I WANT 
ELLIE." 

Ican see it now. Traffic backed up in both 
directions. Women in the west bound lanes 
stopped to jot down the number. Perhaps 
cell phone or iPad pictures snapped. On the 
other side of the highway, rubberneckers 
vie for a glimpse of the remarkable—and 
soon famous-billboard. 

Yea, that's the ticket, Ellie. It's sure to get 
you a date. O 
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Help cure RIN, 


Researchers at the University 
of Minnesota are working hard 
to find a cure for HIV. Several 
studies are currently under- 
way, and we need your help. 


Your participation in an HIV 
research study might bring a 
cure closer to reality. This is 
important work, and you can 
be a part of it. 


Let’s talk if you are: 


* HIV+ 
* 18 or older 
* In generally good health 


Compensation and time 
requirements vary, depending 
on the study. 


For more information about 
participating in a research study, 
call: 618-645-749 8 
or visit: www.hiv.umn.edu 
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MS. BEHAVIOR | мегу Cohn 


Dear Ms. Behavior: 

Iam a 22-year-old lesbian and I always fall 
for older women. Recently I ended up with a 
44-year-old divorced woman who has three 
children. She was never with a woman prior 
to me and says she could never have a rela- 
tionship with a woman. She's waiting for the 
*man of her dreams"...but in the meantime, 
the sex is out of this world and I am falling 
for her BIG TIME. 

I know I am just a plaything to her. I out- 
right asked her what the deal was the last 
time we were together. She said, "I am a rav- 
ing heterosexual. I would never sleep with an- 
other woman. I guess I just have a penchant 
for you." PENCHANTP? Like this is some cre- 
dential I should post on my resume? 

My problem: I am confused as hell, but 
she is looking for Mr. Right. And I am con- 
fused as all hell. Cut the cord or no? And, if 
so, that is not an easy thing to do. For some- 
one who is а “raving heterosexual" she sure 
doesn't hold back when we are in her bed- 
room. Help!! 

-HETERO'S PENCHANT 


Dear Hetero's Penchant: 

The notion of dismissing a fantastic 
sexual partner feels tragic to Ms. Behavior. 
But it's even more crushing to imagine you 
wasting your time and passion on someone 
who'll kick you to the curb when the right 
man comes along. 

The biggest problem with this scenario is 
that you probably won't adequately protect 
your heart. Penchant Woman will squash 
you like a bug. Later, when you finally do 


meet a great woman who is worthy of your 
devotion, you'll blow it because you'll be bit- 
ter from having squandered your adoration 
on Penchant Woman. Then you'll torture 
and damage the great new woman, forcing 
her to subsequently spread her sorrow to 
another lesbian, and so on and so on, which 
will perpetuate the cycle of lesbo pain ad infi- 
nitum. It's probably a lot to ask, since you're 
young and new to this love stuff, but if you 
practice a little damage control here, you 
might prevent the extinction of the entire 
dyke species. 

Ms. Behavior realizes that this is prob- 
ably a longer view than you want. So, the 
simpler answer is this: cut the cord with your 
heterosexual non-girlfriend if you can. Oth- 
erwise you risk having her sever it with her 
teeth, at great expense to both your tender 
umbilicus and lesbian civilization. 


Dear Ms. Behavior: 

I am an extremely eligible 40-something 
gay man, widowed long enough to be inter- 
ested in dating again but not so long that I 
haven't been able to shake the awful feeling 
that I’m some kind of a gay Rip Van Winkle. 
There are many strange and mysterious 
things I’m attempting to confront with an 
open mind, one of which is, What is one sup- 
posed to do with those tit rings during sex? 
Give 'em a tug? 

But that's not what I’m writing about. 
I've never liked bars or really needed them 
since I seem to attract dating possibilities 
in my everyday life. In that vein, I’m meet- 
ing guys, younger ones, who appear to be 


gay in every way and even show signs of 
sexual interest but — at the end of the day 
- are straight. Could this be? Is there some 
growing population of quasi-crypto homos? 
Or are they more likely to be plain old closet 
cases? I know you can't answer this question 
with authority unless you were to meet, in- 
terview and perhaps even probe the people 
I'm talking about. But I would be interested 
in any advice you have in dealing with them. 
-YOURS CONFUSED 


Dear Yours Confused: 

Ms. Behavior doesn't need to probe any- 
one to know that you've been in cold storage 
for too long. It's possible that you are mistak- 
ing plain old Metrosexual men for your gay 
brethren. It's not your fault: some straight 
Metro men have fastidious grooming habits 
reminiscent of homos: back-waxing, exces- 
sively clean facial shaving, ball shaving, and 
leg waxing. They smell like gay men, get 
mannies and pedis , and are quite friendly, 
butin a back-patting way (not a blow job way). 

So it seems like a good idea for you to 
go where the homos hang. You need not go 
to bars if you don't like them (though that 
could be a reasonable place to start). Find 
a neighborhood restaurant, a queer theatre 
group, a gay poodle club, or a Nellie political 
organization. Your ability to discern who's 
gay and who's just a little dapper around the 
edges will soon return. 

As a special bonus, you'll probably find 
someone who can educate you in all man- 
ners of pulling or biting his tit ring in just the 
right way. 0 


TROLÍN, UN DIABLITO ROSA 


¿CUAL ES TU 
MAYOR DESEO? 


POR RODRO 


To become President. 
Devenir président. 


What is your greatest ambition? 


| My friend, the black chess pawn! 
Quel est ton plus grand réve? 


Mon ami le pion d'échecs noir! 


We already have one! 
Nous en avons déjà un! 
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THE NETWORK 


ACCOUNTING & BOOKKEEPING 


ATTORNEYS 


BARBERS 


Haven't 
filed your 
taxes 

in a few 
years? 


Mike Simon can help you catch up. 


Professionals 


4500 Park Glen Road, Suite 425 
St. Louis Park, MN 55416 
p 612-822-7177 f 612-822-2163 


mikes@RORTax.com | RORTax.com 


Lee Roehl + Lee Zurek « Dick Miller 
Mike Cassidy - Mike Simon 


ADDICTION INFO & TREATMENT 


WDE ® 


Creating Healthy LGBT Community 


800-547-7433 
www.pride-institute.com 


ALARM PROTECTION 


Gordy Neuman 
Mobile: 612-366-2050 
Licensed + Bonded + Insured 


PROTECTION, INC. 
Commercial - Residential + Fire 


Business: 612-728-0000 - Fax: 612-721-8993 
Email: gordy@ask4asap.com Web: www.ask4asap.com 


To Advertise in 
THE NETWORK 
Call 612-436-4698 


Did Social Security Say 
You're Not Disabled? 


We specialize in appealing 
Social Security disability claims. 


No Recovery - No Еее 
Call us and get the help you need. 


Eileen Bohn 
763-557-6525 


bohnandassociates.com 
Bohn&Associates 


Social Security Disability Claim Services 


BANKRUPTCY 
Say Hello to 
Financial Freedom 


CazALES LAW uc 
(612) 483-1320 
Free Consultation 


" 


www.cazaleslaw.com У 


C. Alexander[frazales, Esq. 


Barbers 
on 


ryant 


A New Fashioned Barbershop 


2920 Bryant Ave $ #105 * Minneapolis 
BarbersOnBryant.com 


Appointments 
Recommended 


Brian: 612.309.8743 / 


EMPLOYMENT 


AUTOMOTIVE 


Present this coupon to receive 
an oil change for $26.95 AND 
a voucher for one FREE 12” 
one (1) topping pizza from 

Fast Freddie's Piz 
Stop in 1 today! e 
Not майа with Giha oon Most 


‘gobbles. 
Up to 5 ats of conventional oil & filter. - 
See store for details. Expires: 02/16/2012 


1200 E Avenue — 
: 612- 


РАО CARE >, | 


Full Service Eco-Fri ndly uto Si 


2217 Lyndale Ave. S. e Minneapolis, MN 55405 
Hours: Mon-Fri - 7-6 e Saturday 8-4 
(Additional locations in Anoka and Eagan) 


(612) 871-7545 
www.honestiuptown.com 


EXPERIENCED 


ADVERTISING ACCOUNT 
EXECUTIVE WANTED 


Work as a print and/or online 
Advertising Account Executive 


for Lavender Media, leaders 
in GLBT marketing and events. 
Send your cover letter 


and resume to: 
barry@lavendermagazine.com 
No phone calls please. 


EVENTS 


Finally, you can bring the date you always wanted! 


Saturday, February 18th, 2012 
Doors open @ 7:00pm - Music Starts @ 7:30pm 


**NEW LOCATION** 
Dancers’ Studio - 415 Pascal St N - Saint Paul 


Tickets available online or at the door$15 - 
Adult $12 - Students & Seniors 


For tickets, details about the band 
and how website at 
to join, please visit our 


www.mnfreedomband.org 


Minnesota's GLBTA Community Band 
since 1982 


Find us on 
Facebook 
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THE NETWORK 


FINANCIAL SERVICES HOUSE CLEANING 


INSURANCE 


GREEN AS A | 
WHISTLE 


Residential & Commercial Cleaning Services ШУ 
The best clean with green! E. vj 
All of our products аге non-toxic é biodegradable. 
Insured and bonded! 


Call т (651) 895-5522. ° www. Mis iie mte 
үпү ia 


PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 


саза 


651-188-1808 
Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 
www.goodstuffmoving.com 


Ameriprise Qs УШ 


Financial 


Your financial needs are unique. 
I can help you plan for your goals. 


Our Advisors. Your Dreams. MORE WITHIN REACH* 


Б ` Curtis Brock, MBA a 1700 W Hwy 36 
Associate Financial Advisor Ste 620 
E Roseville, MN 55113 


H i [y 651-797-2904 


Н (е) Curtis-X.Brockeampf.com 


Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. Member FINRA 


HEALTH & FITNESS 


Personal Trainer 


B.S. Kinesiology Exercise Science, 


ACSM Certified All forms of Home Services provided! 


No job too small * Residential or Commercial 
24 Hour Service * Licensed Bonded Insured 
Chris 612.275.2117 


AN rA ORD 


HOME SERVICE 
ELECTRIC • HEATING • COOLING 
AUDIO + VIDEO * SECURITY 
LIFE. STYLE. INSTALLED" 

EG 


facebook.com/StaffordHome Service 


ENDGAME FITNESS 


MINNEAPOLIS & ST. PAUL AREA 


218-259-5894 1 
Endgamefitness.net V 


HOME SERVICES 


952-927-7194 
www.staffordhomeservice.com 


HOMECARE 


RESTORATION • RENOVATION 
MAINTENANCE € REPAIR 
CARPENTRY • KITCHENS • TILING • PLASTERING 
BATHROOM + CONCRETE + DECKS • PATIOS 
FREE ESTIMATES 

Your Complete Professional HomeCare Company 
SOSHOMECAREMN.COM 
TODD OR LEE 
612-574-3222 


MN LIC#BC-20270903 


ProHomeRenovating.com 


612-205-5618 


ecarpentry & remodeling 
e painting & repairs 
eother home maintenance 
eno job is too small 
Gay owned and operated since 1986. 


INSURANCE 


Davina Baldwin | 763.535.4788 
6262 Boone Ave. N. 

Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 
www.davinabaldwin.com 
davina@davinabaldwin.com 

Auto | Home | Life | Health | Business 


Davina M. Baldwin 
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NOBODY 


YOU FROM 


UKE ALLSTATE 


I can help you get the coverage you need. 
People who switched to Allstate saved money 
and got more protection. Which means they're 
better prepared for the mayhem that can happen 
everywhere. So don't wait! Call me today. 


LOIS A. CASTANEDA @ 


(612) 871 6830 
Allstate. 


127 W. GRANT ST/C, MINNEAPOLIS 
You're in good hands. 


a073414@allstate.com 
Call or stop by to see how much you can save. 


Coverage and savings based on policy features selected and are subject to terms, conditions and availability, 
Allstate Indemnity Company: Northbrook, IL. © 2010 Allstate Insurance Company 


Steve Wolfson 
612-822-1190 


1516 West Lake St., Ste. 203 + Minneapolis 


swolfson@farmersagent.com 


FARMERS 


Chris Way 


(763) 591-9990 
Chris Way Agency, Inc. 
christineway.com 


—= 
AMERICAN FAMILY 
[INSURANCE _| 


07491 10/11 e 


PET PRODUCTS & SERVICES 


Я 
*. Pets Remembered 


Cremation Service 


Gentle, Sensitive 
One-at-a-time 


(651) 633-4564 
petsrememberedcremation.com 


4: pinky paws portraits 


illustration for 
$150.00 


joan delaney 
p 612.990.6678 


w pinkypawsportraits.com 


Mojo 8x10 oil pastel 


THE NETWORK 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE 


Steve Burns, Ph.D. 


Licensed Psychologist + 612-990-0649 
Hours by appointment Tuesday - Friday 


== 


Convenient Midway Location 
2324 University Ave. W., Suite 100 


Kent Bowker 


At your doorstep и the city or Ош iu the burbs. 
612.986.8622 B Marilyn Farinella, GRI 


kentbowker@edinarealty.com 


Edina Realty... 


www.NorthlandTherapyCenter.com 


Tom Glaser, MS 


Psychologist | Coach | Celebrant 
612-240-4289 


. www.tomglaserlp.com 


Lisa M. Chase, PhD, LICSW 


Psychotherapist 651-278-5370 


Stillwater 
Minneapolis 


Lisa Chase Site: Psychology Today 


Kate Heffelfinger, M.A., P.A. 
Licensed Psychologist 
Mindful Intentional Living 


Individual & Couples Therapy 
No Cost Initial Session 

Most Insurance Accepted. 
Visa/Mastercard accepted. 


Lake Pointe Centre 

3100 W. Lake St., Ste #419 
Minneapolis, MN 55416 
ESA 612.922.9100 
ey | kate, heffelfinger&msn.com 


REAL ESTATE 


First Time? 
Ill Be Gentle. 


ANN LEVITON 


Broker/Owner 


Your OUT of the Ordinary 
Real Estate Specialist S™ 


МАМАК 
REALTY 


realestatefairy.com 


presents a rolling world premiere 


recur ne 


Edith Can Shoot Things 
and Hit Them 


by A. Rey Pamatmat 


, М 


directed by Randy Reyes 


March 16 - April 1 
Mixed Blood Theatre 


TICKETS: muperformingarts.org | 612.338.6131 
( $5 off per ticket for groups of 10+) 


A ak ам March 22 ~ 7:30 pm 
i Nar Arrive early for drinks, hors d'oeuvres 


at the Theater and conversation before the show. 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local GLBT-friendly 
non-profit organizations. To 
reserve your listing in Commu- 
nity Connection, call 612-436- 
4698 or email advertising 
lavendermagazine.com. 


ADDICTION & TREATMENT 


Hazelden 

Providing comprehensive treatment, 

recovery solutions. Helping people 

reclaim their lives from the disease of 
iction. 

PO Box 11 

15251 Pleasant Valley Rd, 

Center City, MN 

(800) 257-7800 


www.hazelden.org 


AIDS/HIV & TREATMENT 


Aliveness Project, The 
Community Center for Individuals 


Living with HIV/AIDS - On-site Meals, 


Food Shelf and Supportive Services. 
730 East 38th St. Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 824-LIFE (5433) www. 


aliveness.org 


HIM Program - Red Door 
Services 

Hennepin County Public Health 
Clinic. 

525 Portland Ave., 4th Fl. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 348-9100 
www.HIMprogram.org 
www.sto E ММ сот 
www.inSPOT.org/Minnesota 
www.Capsprogram.orga 


Minnesota AIDS Project 

AlDSLine 

The AlDSLine is the statewide 
referral service to connect with HIV 
information апа resources. 

1400 Park Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

K 373-AIDS (metro) or 
800) 248-AIDS (statewide) 
mapaidsline@mnaidsproject.org 
www.mnaidsproject.org 


Park House 

Day Health / Mental Health 
Treatment program for Adults Living 
with HIV/AIDS. 

710 E. 24th Street, Suite 303 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-1264 
www.allina.com/ahs/anw.nsf/page/ 
park_house_home 


U of MN Research Studies 
Looking for HIV+ and HIV- 
individuals 

to participate in research studies. 
420 Delaware Street SE 
Minneapolis, MN 


(612) 625-7472 


ART GALLERIES 


Minneapolis Institute of Arts 

Enjoy Masterpieces From All Оуег 

The World And Every Period Of 

Human History. Free Admission 
ally! 

2400 3rd Ave. S. Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-3000 


www.artsmia.org 


ARTS ORGANIZATIONS 


Zeitgeist Arts 

Café - Cinema - Theater 
"Let us entertain уой!” 
Zeitgeist Arts Building 

E. Superior St. 

Duluth, M 

218) 722-9100 Café 
218] 722-7300 Cinema 
218) 336-1414 Theater 


www.zeitgeistarts.com 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


EDUCATION 

Minnesota Internship Center 
Charter School 
"Everyone Welcome Except Bullies." 
HS diploma, free bus pass, work 
readiness, support services, diverse, 
Fabulous! 

Sabathani Community Center 

310 E. 38th St., Rm LL? 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 722-5416 


www.mnic.org 


Alliance Francaise 

КА all things pend ars i 
appening in the Twin Cities! 

SN. 1s St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 332-0436 


www.afmsp.org 


William Mitchell College of Law 
Minnesota's largest law school. 
Mitchell is known for its focus on 
practical legal education. We call it 
ractical wisdom. 
75 Summit Ave. 
St. Paul, MN 55105 
1-(888)-962-5529 
www.wmitchell.edu 


EVENTS 


Minneapolis Bike Tour 

Annual bike ride in September 
supporting Minneapolis Parks. 

Fully supported route, refreshments 
and music in finish area. 

2117 W. River Rd. 

Minneapolis, MN (612) 230-6400 
www.minneapolisbiketour.com 
mplsbiketour@minneapolisparks.org 


FITNESS 

YWCA of Minneapolis 
Serving men, women and families in 
an inclu 

Locations in Downtown, Uptown, 
Midtown. 

1130 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 215-4 
www.ywcampls.org 


со 


sive, welcoming environment. 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 

Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family 
Tree! Offering respectful, affordable 
sexual health service to meet your 
needs. 
1619 Dayton Ave. 
St. Paul, MN 
(651) 645-0478 
www.familytreeclinic.org 

Park Nicollet 

Park Nicollet Health Services offers 
the personalized care 

and support you deserve for your 
health, healing and learning. 
3850 Park Nicollet Blvd. 

St. Louis Park, MN 55416 

(952) 993-3123 
www.parknicollet.com 
www.tacebook.com/parknicollet 


LIBRARY 

Quatrefoil Library 

Your GLBT Library with stacks of 
DVDs, books, and magazines. 
Check out our online catalogue. 


1619 Dayton Ave., No. 105 
St. Paul, MN 

(651) 641-0969 
www.qlibrary.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 
KFAI 

1808 Riverside Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 341-3144 


www.kfai.org 


Radio K 770 

Radio K is the student-run radio 
station of the University of Minnesota 
330 21st Ave. S. 

610 Rarig Center 

University of Minnesota 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-3500 


www.radiok.org 


MUSEUM 


Science Museum of Minnesota 
The Science Museum is the Upper 
Midwest's must-see, must-do museum. 
120 W. Kellogg Blvd 

St. Paul, MN 
[өэ] 221-2547 

Нр:/ /www.smm.org 


Walker Art Center 

Internationally recognized as a 
leading venue for the presentation of 
the arf of our time. 

1750 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, 

(612) 375-7600 


www.walkerart.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Brazen Theatre 

Plays, musicals, cabaret and other 
entertainment for adventurous 
audiences. 

See individual ads for venue 
(612) 244-4606 
www.brazentheatre.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State and Pantages 
Theatres 

Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, 

(612) 673-0404 
www.HennepinTheatreDistrict.org 


History Theatre 

Grand-scale musicals & fearless 

dramas, personal accounts & 

panoramie views: Garland, Civil War, 
968, a Diary, & Gangsters! 

30 East 10th Street 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 292-4323 

www.HistoryTheatre.com 

Illusion Theater 

Nationally renowned for developing 

artists and new work while sparking 

conversation about challenging 
uman issues. 

528 Hennepin Ave., 8th FI. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-4944 


www.illusiontheater.org 


James Sewell Ballet 

Nationally renowned contemporary 
ballet company based in the Twin 
Cities and touring the world. 

528 Hennepin Ave., Ste. 215 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 672-0480 

www.jsballet.org 


Jungle Theater 

Professional theater producing 
contemporary and classic works 
in an intimate setting in the Lynlake 
nel 


hborhood. 
298) Lyndale Ave. S. Minneapolis, 
(612) 822-7063 


www.JungleTheater.com 


Minneapolis Musical Theatre 
“Giving Voice to the Human 

Experience” - New and Rarely-Seen 

Musicals. 

8520 W. 29th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 605-3298 


www.aboutmmt.org 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Led by Music Director Osmo Vänskä, 
the Minnesota Orchestra, one 

of America's leading symphony 
orchestras. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

612) 371-5656 

800) 292-4141 


www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Minnesota Philharmonic 
Orchestra 
An instrumental voice for the GLBT 
community, the presents 
innovative, high quality orchestral 
erformances. 
.О. Вох 6116 
Minneapolis, ММ 
(612) 656-5676 
www.mnphil.org 


Mixed Blood Theatre 

Professional, multi-racial company, 
romotes cultural pluralism and 

individual equality through artistic 

excellence. 

1501 S. Ath St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 338-0937 


www.mixedblood.com 


Mu Performing Arts 
Is the 2nd larges? pan-Asian 
performing arts organization in the 
.S., and ïs home to Theater Mu, an 
Asian American theater company, 
and Mu Daiko, a Japanese taiko 
drumming group. 
355 Wabasha St. N., Suite 140, 
St.Paul, MN 55102 
[651 789-1012 
Нр:/ /www.muperforming arts.org 


Northrop - University of 
Minnesota 

A legacy of presenting diverse world- 
class dance and music artists. 

(612) 625-6600 


northrop.umn.edu 


Ordway Center for the 
Performing Arts 

Hosting, presenting, and creatin 
performing arts and ечисайопаГ 
programs that enrich diverse 
audiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

[651] 224-4222 

www.ordway.org 

Park Square Theatre 

Creating entertainment that matters; 
transporting you to unique worlds 
through exceptional talent and 
masterful stories. 

20 West Seventh Pl. Saint Paul, MN 
(651) 291-7005 
www.parksquaretheatre.org 


Pillsbury House 

Get closer than ever before to 
thrilling contemporary theatre and 
the Twin Cities best actors. 

3501 Chicago Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-0708 ext. 117 
www.pillsburyhousetheatre.org 


Theater Latté Da 

Exploring and expanding the art 
of musical theater under the artistic 
direction of Peter Rothstein. 
Minneapolis, M 

(612) 339-3003 

www.latteda.org 


The Lab Theater 

6000-square foot warehouse in 
the heart of downtown presenting 
immersive theatrical events. 

700 М. 1st St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 333-7977 
www.thelabtheater.org 
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Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus 
An award-winning chorus that builds 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Suite 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorusGtcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


University of Minnesota 
Theatre Arts and Dance 
Educating artists and audiences 
through a diverse mix o 
performances on both land and 
water. 

U of M Theatre 

330 21st Ave S, Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 624-2345 


www.theatre.umn.edu 


PETS/PET SERVICES 


Animal Humane Society 
Adoption, rescue, outreach, 
training, boarding. Buffalo, Coon 
Rapids, Golden Valley, St. Paul and 
Woodbury. 

(763) 522-4325 


www.animalhumanesociety.org 


Greyhound Pets of America- 
Minnesota 

Dedicated to finding homes 

for retired racing greyhounds. 
Greyhounds are calm, 
good-natured, and make excellent 
pets. 

info@gpa-mn.org 


www.gpa-mn.org 


POLITICS & RIGHTS 

Human Rights Campaign 
Advocates for all GLBT Americans, 
mobilizes (чо. action, invests 
strategically to elect fair-minded 
individuals. 

P.O. Box 50608 Minneapolis, MN 


www.twincities.hrc.org www.hrc.org 


Marry Me Minnesota 

Founded by same-sex couples suin 
the State for marriage equality. We 
welcome your support. 

Р.О. Вох 22256 

Robbinsdale, MN 

(763) 219-1206 


www.marrymeminnesota.org 


Minnesota Log Cabin 
Republicans 

Inclusion Wins. 

115 Hennepin Ave. 
Minneapolis, 
www.mnlogcabin.org 


OutFront Minnesota 

Delivering programs/services in the 
area of public policy, anti-violence, 
education and training, and law. 
310 E. 38th St., Ste. 204 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 822.0127 

www.outfront.org 


PRIDE 


Twin Cities Pride 

The third-largest national Pride 
celebration seeks sponsors, 
volunteers, and board members. 
Contact us today. 

2021 East Hennepin Ave, Ste. 460 
Minneapolis, 

(612) 305-5900 

www.tcpride.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 

All God's Children Metropolitan 
Community Churc 

Faith for all. 

3100 Park Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-2673 


www.agcmcc.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


Central Lutheran Church 
We welcome all people to discover, 


celebrate and share the love of Christ. 


333 Twelfth St. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 870-4416 


www.centralmpls.org 


Central Presbyterian Church 
Size isn't everything. Connections 
and intimacy of a small church in a 
majestic space. 

500 Cedar Street 

St. Paul, MN 55101 

(651) 224-4728 
www.cpcstpaul.org 


Edina Community Lutheran 
Churc 

Upbeat, growing congregation 
committed to inclusion, justice, peace, 
community and proclaiming God's 


YES to all. 

4113 W. 54th St. 

Edina, MN 

(952) 926-3808 

www.eclc.org 

First Christian Church - 

Disciples of Christ 
Movement for Wholeness In A 

Fragmented World. 

2201 First Ave. 5. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-1868 


www.fccminneapolis.org 


First Unitarian Society 
Proclaiming together: We are all 
worthy. Sunday services at 10:30. 
900 Mount Curve Ave. 
Minneapolis MN 

(612) 377-6608 


www.firstunitarian.org 


Hennepin Avenue United 
Methodist Church 

Take a Spiritual Journey With 
Hennepin's Faith Community Through 
Worship, Education, Fellowship, 
Service, and More. 


Ж Groveland Ave. Minneapolis, 
(612) 871-5303 


www.hennepinchurch.org 


The House of Hope Presbyterian 
Church, 
А covenant network congregation 
welcoming all people. 

ummit Ave 
St. Paul, MN 
(651) 227-6311 
www.hohchurch.org 
Mayflower Community 
Congre-gational United Church 
of Christ 
An open and affirming, peace with 
justice church welcomes you. 


06 E. Diamond Lake Rd. 

1-35 & Diamond Lake Rd.) 
inneapolis, MN 

(612) 824.0761 

www.mayflowermpls.org 

New Harmony Church 

A new spiritual community at 

historic Wesley. Offering hope and 

encouragement to all people. An 

embracing congregation. Greg 

Renstrom, Minister. 

101 E. Grant St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

Office: (612] 871-3585 

Pastor: (612] 886-2863 

Plymouth Congregational 

Church, Minneapolis 

A Beacon of Liberal Theology. 

Progressive Christianity, Traditional 

Setting & Service, Social Action, The 

Arts & Music. 

1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark's Episcopal Cathedral 
Wherever you are on your faith 
journey... 

t. Mark's Welcomes You. 
519 Oak Grove St. Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 870-7800 
www.ourcathedral.org 


St. Paul-Reformation Lutheran 

Church with Wingspan Ministry 

+ PASTORAL CARE + EDUCATIO 

+ WITNESS + ADVOCACY + 

Outreach of St. Paul-Reformation 

Church to the GLBTQA Community. 

100 N. Oxford St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-3371 

www.stpaulref.org 

St. Paul’s United Church of 

Christ 

A vibrant, re-vitalizing metro 

congregation welcoming "you" on 

God's journey of love and justice. 

900 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-5809 

www.SPUCConSummit.org 

Union Congregational United 

Church of Christ 

Socially and theologicall 
rogressive. Open and atining: А 

Jus eace' church, founded in 1883. 

3700 Alabama Ave. S. 

St. Louis Park, MN 

952-929-8566 


www.unionslp.com 


United Methodist Reconciling 
Churches 

Congregations around Minnesota 
that intentionally welcome all people 
regardless of sexual orientation or 
gender idenity. 

Www.mnrcumc.org 


Westminster Presbyterian 

Churc 

A Covenant Network Congregation, 
Working Toward a Church as 
Generous 

and Just as God's Grace. 

ere Mall at 12th St. Minneapolis, 


(612) 332-3421 


www.ewestminster.org 


RETIREMENT 

The Kenwood Retirement 
Communi 

Our full service retirement community 
provides Independent, Assisted Living 
and Short Term apartment rentals. 
825 Summit Avenue, Minneapolis, 


MN 
(612) 374-8100 


www.thekenwood.net 


SOCIAL JUSTICE 

Community Shares of 
Minnesota 

Community Shares of Minnesota 
raises funds and awareness for 

local organizations fighting for justice 


and equality. 
1619 Dayton Avenue, Suite 323 


St.Paul, 
(651) 647-0440 
changeisbetter.org 


SPORTS & RECREATION 

Twin Cities Goodtime Softball 
League (TCGSL) 

Join 500 GLBT softball players as we 
celebrate 32 years of gay softball in 
Minnesota. 

PO Box 580264 

Minneapolis, MN 

www.tcgsl.org 


SOCIAL SERVICES 

Lutheran Social Services of 
Minnesota 

Wholly committed to making life 
better for our most vulnerable citizens 
since 1865. 

2485 Como Avenue 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 642-5990 

www.Issmn.org/ 


TRAVEL 


Afton Area Business Association 
Visit the historic St. Croix river town of 
afron, MN. . к 
nique shopping, orchards, dining, 
wine bar, activities, B&B. 3 
www.aftonmnarea.com 


Discover Stillwater 
The perfect day trip...or weekend 
etaway! 
istoric Rivertown. Birthplace of 
Minnesota. 
Minutes from Twin Cities. Shop/Dine/ 
Cruise/Nightlife. Stay overnight! 
Stillwater/Oak Park Heights 
Convention & Visitors Bureau 
511 Hemlock St. So. 
Stillwater. MN 55082 
[651-351-1717 


www.DiscoverStillwater.com 


Door County Visitor Bureau 
Your stories. Our setting. Like 
nowhere else. Door County, 
Wisconsin 

P.O. Box 406 

Sturgeon Bay, WI 

(808) 52-RELAX (7-3529) 
www.doorcounty.com 

Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic Waterfront. 
Vibrant arts and dinning. Adventure. 
Hotels and В & B's. Atfractions and 
Events. 

21 W. Superior Street. Suite 100 
218-722-4011-1-800-4-duluth 


www.visitduluth.com 


Visit Milwaukee 
648 N. Plankinton Ave., Suite 425 
Milwaukee, 


(800) 554-1448 


www.visitmilwaukee.org 


Visit Stockholm Wisconsin 

Small Village...Big Arts 

Small town charm, old world 

roots, world class culture. One of 
Midwest Livings "Top 10 Small Town 
Getaway's"Come spend the weekend 
with us! 
www.stockholmwisconsin.com 


zoos 

Minnesota Zoo 

Open year-round. More than 2,400 
animals to explore. 

Numerous special events. 

13000 Zoo Blvd. 

Apple Valley MN 

(952) 431-9200 


www.mnzoo.org 
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5 - Goto KFC. Get two extra-crispy 3 " x > 
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friend inside. Trek back to the Rebel Alliance 
and... May the Force be with you. 
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TAUNTAUN 


2 . Head to the mall dressed as а sexy 
police officer. Go up to people wearing bell 
bottoms, saggy pants, mullets, camel toes, 
and/or booty shorts. Write them a ticket 
exclaiming, "I'm the fashion police and 
you're BUSTED!" Don't use a taser. 
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“ny 
— 
о 
e 


t LI : 
ww irs 
7 
A S 
„ N 
EX № 


Ц 
A 
`8 

< 

| 

^ * 


Xp, 
ZB ve HUM 


eqs 


A 
P 


64 | LAVENDER | FEBRUARY 9-22, 2012 


CLASSIFIEDS 


HOME FURNISHING 


COTTAGE HOUSE • An Occasional Market 
* Next sale: HOME & CABIN! FEBRUARY 
15, 16, 17, 18, 19, FRI - SUN 10am-6pm. 
* 4304 Chicago Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN. 
www.thecottagehousempls.com. 


MEDIATION 


Mediator, Arbitrator: Private dispute 
resolution. Achieve legally enforceable 
results and peace through mediation or 
arbitration. Tel: (612) 875-1022, www. 
resolve.pro. 


PET SITTING & WALKING 


We walk dogs! Bark Avenue, Etc. Insured 
and Bonded. Dog Walking and Pet Sitting 
(cats too!]. Energetic. Responsible. 
Flexible. www.barkavenueminneapolis. 
com. mbí(dbarkavenueminneapolis.com. 
(612) 423-4523. Twin Cities Metro Area. 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


DENNIS CHRISTIAN, LICSW. (612) 940- 
7033. www.dennischristian.com. 


Specialists in Women's Issues for almost 
20 years. Self esteem, uncoupling, 
communication issues, depression, grief/ 
loss, family/ job stress, codependency, 
coming out, and more. Insurance/ sliding 
fee scale. SUZANNE KRAMER: (612) 275- 
2653, www.thegatecounseling.com. 


DIANA SNYDER, LICSW Psychodynamic 
and Eclectic/Creative approach. 22+ 
years. Individual and Family. Specializing 
in: anxiety, depression, relationships, 
self esteem. LGBT. Alternative lifestyles. 
Cultural diversity. English/Spanish. 
Uptown. (612) 272-6488. Snyder.tk. 


RENTALS-RESIDENTIAL 


Uptown. One bedroom plus den. New 
hardwood floors and tons of amenities. 
$1700. (800) 787-4815. 


One bedroom loft style Minneapolis 
apartment with concrete floors. Washer/ 
dryer, outdoor pool, 713 sq ft. $1475. 
(800) 787-4815. 


THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 


STRONG & RELAXING hands, resulting 
in bodywork at its best! Bruck, MT, DC in 
South Minneapolis @ (612) 306-6323. 


REAL & GOOD - m4m massage by 
experienced responsive masseur. Many 
repeat clients. Studio, shower and lots of 
TLC. Near DT Mpls, noon-10 pm, 7 days. 
Holidays included. Gene: (612) 749-7726. 
Thanks! 


FULL BODY MASSAGE. Warm relaxing 
atmosphere, Minneapolis. Hour Massage 
$60.00. Shower Available. (612) 219- 
6743. 7 days a week, 10 am - 10 pm. 
Therapist: 5'10, 167#, 32 waist. 
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Shop Downtown: 814B Hennepin Ave. 
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OUR VOICES 


} THROUGH THESE EYES | Justin Jones 


The Lullaby Is Mine 


I STILL feel his chest under my head. I 
still hear his heartbeat-counting the pulses 
to lull me to sleep. 

I still feel his fingers in my hair. His skin 
beneath my fingertips. His breath on my neck. 

I'm 20 years old then, on my bed, inhaling 
our nighttime fragrance: Listerine and Irish 
Spring. The streetlamp outside pours into 
my room, through my curtaindess blinds, 
eerily... perfectly. The dim light expresses 
only the vaguest, but most desired, details. 

We lay in silence, him petting my hair, 
us drifting in and out of sleep, desperate to 
stay awake to savor one another. This is no 
honeymoon, to be sure. We argue everyday. 
We yell and say things we don't mean. We 
make each other cry because that's what 
happens to people you love: you know their 
vulnerabilities, and to your attacks, there are 
no defenses. 

But here in this moment, silent and ab- 
sent of the world and its perils-this moment 
is perfect. I lift my head and look up at him. 
He has two pillows behind him because 
mine are so flat-he hates my house (I'm in 
college, what can I say?). 

“What is it?” he asks. 

“Do you still love me?"-a game we play. 

He smiles, pinches my cheek, and in an ex- 
aggerated Southern accent: “A’course I love 
you, darlin’. You want me ta steal you away 


and go live in da woods? I kill us up some 
good eatin’ for dinner." And he'll throw me on 
my back, tickle me ’til I cry, and eventually 
we'll land where we started: my listening to 
his heart. His twisted-humor, crazy heart. 

Moments like these were some of the hap- 
piest of my life-the only moments I felt wholly 
myself, and felt wholly loved for that reason. 
There, counting his heartbeats. My lullaby. 

We all have our lullabies. Lullabies are 
whispers only we can hear-like the ones we 
heard as children, quiet comforts that find 
their way inside and fill you with such secu- 
rity and euphoria that no trouble stands a 
chance. We feel safe. We feel happy. 

Just as we use our loved ones’ vulnerabili- 
ties to drive them mad, we're capable, too, 
of whispering to them this way-spotlight- 
ing their tenderness to drive them... happy. 
We hear these whispers from our beaus, we 
hear them from our mothers, we hear them 
from the joy we feel when we're proud. 

A sappy thought? Probably-T'm that way. 
I mean, my most euphoric memory is the 
sound of a heartbeat-how much mushier 
can you get than that? But it's especially bad 
this time of year, when romantic comedies 
tell us we should be cuddling up with our 
beaus by fireplaces, unfolding quirky, but 
somehow perfect, romances. (For the re- 
cord, I HATE romantic comedies.) 


Truth is, a lot of us are single right now. 
And this time of year reminds us of loves 
past-no matter how normal-or un-sappy-we 
are. It reminds us of the haunting lullabies 
we wish we still had, and somehow makes 
us forget the reasons we got rid of them. 
Haunting, yes. Laying in bed, next to where 
he was. Still feeling the rush of our lullaby 
without him there. 

Single or not, happiness isn't guaranteed. 
Most of us are in a state of perpetual dissatis- 
faction, maybe in just one realm of life. Some 
people place this energy on their work (they 
call it ambition), others in their relationships 
(they call it romance)-we funnel our frustra- 
tion into an incessant pursuit of success, be- 
cause we have a need to always be chasing 
something-because we've heard our lullaby 
and we want desperately to rekindle it. 

It never strikes you that you've heard 
your lullaby until it's time to pull away. Get- 
ting out of bed at the sound of an alarm 
clock, prying yourself out of his arms-that's 
when you realize how good it really is... 

And do. I still feel his chest under my head 
and his fingers in my hair. I hear his whispers. 
I taste his kisses. And I always will. Maybe not 
always with him, but I know my lullaby, and in 
someone else, I will hear it again. 

Happy Valentine's Day. O 
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Pick a color. Any color. 
(Really) 


TRUE Супо 
Luther LEASING 


2012 Fiat 500 


True Zero Lease for $229/mo 


42 months - 12,000 miles per year - MN Tax and Lic included - MSRP $16,350 


FiatMinneapolis.com 


Fiat of Bloomington 
8033 Knox Ave. S. 
Bloomington 

952-367-4300 


Brookdale Fiat 
7417 Brooklyn Blvd. 
Brooklyn Park 
763-222-2600 


МОА 


MALL OF AMERICA о 


952.883.8800 * mallofamerica.com 


Eg “олно E? @MallofAmerica 


